OF  BOLSOVER 

DERBYSHIRE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


PUBLIC 

AND  THE 

HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1965 


URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  BOLSOVER 

DERBYSHIRE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


PUBLIC 

AND  THE 

HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1965 


sris 

^oi’:C 

£a: 

• • 


f.T- 


\ 


’.V*F  l^.f. 
V: 


,S  - .,r  ,f  • j. 


,•/ 


''s  rr--  ■■' 

t_  j: .( 


f. 


r 


i.-  ■ ^ •" 


j 


s- 


-j^  t 


:lr'  ‘'m-  ••  ■' 


preparaticn  for  th3  introduction  of  the  40  hour  working 
week  on  ilie  1st  January,  1966.  This  covered  trailer  was 
to  be  used  behind  the  tractor  for  collection  of  paper  from 
shops  (this  has  increased  quite  considerably  .in  recent 
years)  and  for  transporting  ash  and  other  suitable  cover- 
ing material  to  the  refuse  tip.  The*  .introduction  of  the 
shorter  working  week  would  require  both  refuse  vehicles 
to  be  engaged  whole  time  on  refuse  collection  duties,  but 
the  collection  rounds  were  amended  at  the  end  of  1965 
with  the  intention  of  completing  work  early  on  Friday 
afternoon  to  afford  greater  time  for  routine  vehicle  main- 
tenance. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

Towards  the  end  of  1964  a report  on  the  free  cess- 
pool emptying  service  was  considered  by  the  Council  and 
very  careful  check  was  made  on  the  frequency  with' 
which  certain  cesspools  required  to  be  emptied.  In  recent 
years  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  new 
houses  not  connected  to  public  sewers,  and  an  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  sewage  to  be  removed,  resulting  from  the 
provision  of  bathrooms,  etc.,  at  houses  draining  to  cess- 
pools. ! ; 

A revised  programme  of  cesspool  emptying  ‘came 
into  operation  during  the  early  summer  of  1965  and  ^v-. 
cial  months  notice  was  given  to  all  househoh  'ers  concern- 
ed In  fome  cases  exis  ing  cessp'  ols  were  enlarged  and 
in  other  cases  arrangements  were  made  for  more  frequent 
emptyings  to  be  carried  out  on  fa  rechargeable  basis.i’ 
Under  fnis  re-arrangement  a fr.  e six  Imonthly  service 
was  brought  into  operation  for  42  properties  on  the  Ox- 
cioft  Estate  of  the  Land  Settlement  Association. 

Weekly  emptying  of  the  few  remaining  pail  closets 
is  also  undertaken  by  the  cesspool  Emptying  vehicle. 


Waste  Paper  Salvage 

Last  year’s  report  referred  ta  the  removal  to  tem- 
porary premises  at  Town  End  Farm',  to  the  purchase  of 
a 5 h.p.  electric  baling  press  and  to  the  removal  of  all 
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restrictions  on  the  sales  of  waste  paper  to  board  mills* 
Steps  were  taken  'to  publicise  the  {need  to  save  waste 
paper  to  help  in  the  balance  of  payments  problem  and| 
it  is  very  pleasing  to  report  new  record  levels  for  sales 
of  waste  paper;  especially  as  the  introduction  of  the  new 
baling  press  and  tractor  for  loading  enabled  costs  to  be 
kept  reasonably  stable.  During  the  past  two  years, 
sales  have  increased  by  over  43  tons  from  150|  tons  to 
just  over  194  tons  (approximately  29o/o)  and  income  has 
risen  by  over  £529  from  almost  £1,248  to  almost  £1,777 
(approximately  42o/o).  Over  the  same  period  costs  rose 
by  £118  (under  llo/o)  and  this  increased  benefit  to  tha 
rate  fund  is  very  gratifying.  This  result  could  not  have 
been  achieved  without  the  co-operation  of  the  household- 
ers and  shopkeepers  in  this  district  and  dt  is  hoped  that; 
their  efforts  will  be  maintained  and  improved  so  that 
sales  can  be  lifted  above  the  200  tons  level  and  eventu- 
ally to  the  £2,000  mark. 

Sales  from  1st  April.  1965,  to  31st  March,  1966  were 
as  follows  i 

T C Q £ s d| 

Waste  paper  and  cardboard  194  1 0 1776  18  9 

Textiles  12  15  0 

1 194  2 2 1777  13  9 
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ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 


During  1965  some  of  the  general  practitioners  con-^ 
tinned  to  notify  home  accidents  to  me.  Belowj  I attempt 

to  analyse  these  accidents. 

Number  notified  ...  88 

Degree  of  Injury 

Trivial  Moderate 

13  63 

Accidents  in  Age  Groups 
Under  1 

1  

2  

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

15H24  

25-44  

45-'S»3  

65  plus 

Cause  of  Accidents 

Falls  - 25.  I f 

Burns  and  Scalds  — 25. 

Cuts  — 12.  ; 1 , • 1 

Putting  too  severe  a strain  on 'muscles  — 8. 

Trapping  fingers  — 5.  ' 

Falls  and  cuts  — 2.  1 

Swallowing  poison  (including  alcohol)  — 2i. 

Knocking  against  object  — 2. 

Treading  on  sharp  object  and  splinters  — 2. 

Foreign  body  in  eye  — 1. 

Foreign  body  in  nose  1 . , 

Foreign  body  in  mouth  — !. 

Improper  use  of  tool  — h 
Dog  bite  — 1'. 


Severe 

12 


Fatal 


3 

4 

5 

6 
1 
i: 
10 
15 
20 
19 
' 4 
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Cause  of  Accidents  in  Age  Groups 


Under  1 

Burns  and  Scalds 

2 

Swallowing  poison 

1 

Age  1 

Fall 

1 

Burns  and  scalds 

1 

Knocking  against  object 

1 

Foreign  body  in  mouth 

1 

Age  2 

Falls 

2 

Swallowing  poison 

1 

Burns  and  scalds  , 

1 

Trapping  fingers 

1 

Age  3 

Burns  and  scalds 

1 

Falls 

1 

Foreign  body  in  nostril 

1 

Cuts 

1 

Trapping  fingers. 

.1 

Treading  on  sharp  object 

1 

Age  4 

Burns  and  scalds 

1 

Age  5-9 

Burns  and  scalds 

1 

Age  10-14 

Falls 

4 

Burns  and  scalds' 

2 

Fall  and  cut 

1 

Treading  on  sharp  object 

1 

Cut 

1 

Too  severe  strain  on  muscles 

1 

Age  15-24 

Burns  and  scalds 

7 

Falls 

3 

Cuts 

2 

Too  severe  strain  on  muscles 

2 

Trapping  fingers 

1 

Age  25-44 

Cuts 

6 

Falls 

5 

Burns  and  scalds 

4 

Too  severe  strain  on  muscles 

3 

Fall  and  cut 

1 

Trapping  fingers 

1 

5 


Age  45-65  Falls  6 

Burns  and  scalds  55 

Too  severe  strain  on  muscles  2 
Improper  or  careless  use  of  tool  1 
Trapping  fingers  1 

Foreign  body  in  eye  ^ 

Cut  i 1 

Knocking  against  object  1 

Dog  bite  1 

Age  65  plus  Falls  3 

Cut  ' . 1 


Comments  [ 

1.  This  year  there  have  been  42  less  accidents  noti- 
fied to  me-  Unfortunately,  this  does  not  mean  that  there 
were  less  accidents  in  my  districts.  The  scheme  of  noti- 
fication is  purely  voluntary  and  is  by  no  means  complete. 
So  the  difference  in  numbers  is  relative  rather  than  ab- 
solute. Again,  I must  repeat  that  I believe  notifications 
of  home  accidents  should  be  a statutory  requirement  and 
that  the  notifying  doctor  should  be  well  paid  for  thet 
notification.  Apart  from  the  number  of  accidents,  the 
quality,  as  it  were,  is  very  important.  These  88  accidents 
give  a very  good  idea  of  the  'type  and  range  of  happen- 
ings which  can  cause  accidents  in  the  home. 

2.  You  will  see  that  I have  , included  alcohol  as  a 

poison.  This  may  be  surprising  to  some  people,  but,  in 
fact,  alcohol  has  a poisonous  effect  on  the  central  nervous 
system.  This  effect  is  only  found  when  either  impure  al-’ 
cohol  is  taken,  or  when  pure  alcohol  is  taken  to  excess'. 
But,  of  course,  what  is  a reasonable  amount  for  a seas- 
oned drinker  is  a toxic  amount  for  a young  child.  In  the 
accident  reported  to  me,  a young  child  drank  alcohol  and 
became  comatose.  The  moral  is  obvious  : alcohol  should 
be  treated  as  a poison,  as  far  as  young  children  are  con- 
cerned ' 
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3.  For  the  fifth  year  running,  most  accidents  have 
been  duo  to  falls  and  burns.  I forecast  that  this  would 
be  the  case  last  year  and  I feel  sure  that  we  shall  have 
a similar  position  next  year.  Falls  and  burns  are  without 
doubt-  the  most  frequent  and  important  cause  of  home 
Occidents.  Everyone  must  be  extremely  careful  when  a 
naked  source  of  heat  is  present  and  when  there  is  any 
hazard  which  could  cause  a fall.  In  particular,  the  older 
you  are  the  more  careful  you  should  be  about  falling'. 
As  you  can  see,  most  of  the  'accidents  over  65  were  due 
to  falls  and  this  result  only  confirms  previous  experience,^ 

4.  As  you  can  see  from  the  degree  of  injury  table, 
75  of  these  accidents  were  classed  as  moderate,  or  sever ea 
Thus  20o/o  of  the  accidents,  notified  to  me,  caused  at  least 
moderate  injury.  Obviously,  home  accidents  are  import- 
ant as  a cause  of  injury. 

5.  Once  again,  no  accidents  due  to  domestic  gas 
were  notified  to  me. 

6.  You  will  see  that  eight  accidents  were  caused  by 
putting  too  severe  a strain  on  imuscles.  Seven  of  these 
eight  occurred  between  the  ages  of  15  and  65.  I find  this 
happening  regularly  and  although  the  numbers  are  small 
I believe  them  to  indicate  that  the  dangerous  time  for 
muscle  injury  is  in  between  youth  and  old  age.  In  other 
words,  the  muscles  have  begun  to  age  a little,  but  their 
owner  may  not  have  realised  it  as  yet. 
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TEN  YEARS 


As  mentioned  in  the  preface,  I completed  ten  years 
of  service  in  my  preseat  appointment  during  1965',  I said| 
in  my  preface  that  I would  like  to  highlight  some  of  tha 
things  that  have  happened  during  those  years  and  I now 
attempt  to  do  thisL 


(a)  Clearance  of  Unfit  Hausesi 

In  these  ten  years  we  have  dealt  with  some  1,000 
unfit  houses.  I think  we  should  all  be  proud  of  this; 
Indeed,  wnen  I want  toi  boost  my  morale,  I drive  past 
some  of  the  new  houses  whicH  have  arisen  on  sites  pre- 
viously occupied  by  unfit  houses.  Unfortunately,  there 
is  no  sign  of  clearance  of  unfit  houses  coming  to  an  end!.' 
Houses  are  like  people  t they  grow  older  year  by  yiear(.i 
I am  certain  that  we  will  jneed  to  deal  with  the  samief 
number  of  houses  in  the  next  ten  f^ears. 

That  is  assuming  that  the  present  low  standards  ariej 
maintained.  At  present,  a house  has  to  be  really  bad 
before  it  can  be  classed  as,  and!  dealt  "witlK  as,  being  unfit.! 
However,  many  Public  Health  Workers  believe  that  high;-' 
er  standards  should  be  introduced.  To  give  simple  ex-< 
amples,  surely  every  house  should  have  a bath  and  b' 
hot  water  supply  and  an  indcor  w.c.  Indeed,  surely  every] 
house  should  have  the  five  amenities  which  can  be  ob^ 
tained  when  a standard  grant  is  given.  I have  said  berl 
fore  that  there  will  be  a lot  of  houses  to  deal  with  in] 
future  and  I must  emphasise  that  this  number  will  be 
gceatly  increased  if  our  standards  of 'fitness  are  jmade 
more  realistic.  - - 1 I / 

To  sum  up,  we  have  done  well  and  I hope  we  shall 
continue  to  do  so.  However,  we  must  remember  lhati 
this  is  a never  ending  job  and  we  shall  have  to  continue 
at  it.  I i'eel  we  should  be  proud  of  \vhat  we  have  dome, 
but  at  the  same  time  we  should  resolve  to  do  as  well,  or 
even  better,  in  the  future. 
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(b)  Atmc:pheiic  Pollution 

In  1958  and  1930  I dealt  with  atmospheric  pollution 
in  my  Annual  Reports'.  I said  then  that  atmospheric  pol- 
lution was  the  most  pressing  and  urgent  environmental 
problem  of  our  time.  I still  believe  this  statement  to  be 
true.  We  have  now  had  a Clean  Air  Act  in  force  for 
several  years  and  I think  it  is  time  for  me  to  take  stock 
cf  any  progress  which  has  been  'made  In  my  area. 

Atmospheric  pollution  in  the  form  of  smoke  comes 
from  two  sources.  The  first  source  is  industry  and  the 
second  is  domestic.  The  latest  estimate  I have  seen  is 
that  75''/o  of  air  pollution  is  caused  by  domestic  .smoke 
while  250  a is  caused  by  industrial.  We  have  made  more 
progress  on  the  industrial  side  than  in  the  domestic  in  my 
area. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  industrial  pollution  has 
been  ma’‘kedly  reduced.  When  I first  came  here  many 
pit  chimii  jyc  churned  out  black  smoke  for  much  of  thq 
lime.  Then  it  was  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  to 
see  a prt  chimney  which  was  jiot  smoking  badly.  Now 
things  have  been  reversed  and  the  smoking  chimney  is  the 
exception.  I must  admit  that  many  times  I felt  that  we 
were  hastening  too  slowly  on  the  industrial  front.  How- 
ever, slowly  or  not,  progress  has  been  made  and  there  is 
much  less  industrial  pollution  now. 

Unfortunately,  I cannst  report  similarly  about  dom- 
estic pollution.  Only  one  of  my  districts  is  classified  as  a; 
black  area.  At  one  time  we  hoped  to  turn  the  whole 
district  irfio  a smoke  control  area  inside  some  15  years 
and  we  made  a start  by  making  a first  control  area  with- 
in the  district.  Unfortunately,  things  have  changed.  After 
making  tne  first  order  it  was  decided  to  try  and  revoke, 
it.  A Public  Inquiry  was  held  and',  as  a result  of  this, 
the  order  was  suspended.  Thus,  at  the  end  of  1965  there 
was  not  one  smoke  control  area  in  my  districts.  It  would 
not  be  true  to  say  that  no  progress  has  been  made  on 
the  domestic  side.  A little  has.  Some  people  have  con- 
verted to  gas  or  electric  fires  and  many  others  have  in-i 
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stallsd  mere  m:de-n  solid  fuel  appliances  which  do  not 
throw  out  the  same  amount  of  smoke  into  the  atmosphere'. 
So,  a little  progress  has  been  made.  But  not  enough  in 
my  opinion.  I know  there  are  many  diificulties,  especial^ 
ly  where  miners’  co  icessi  nary  fuel  is  involved,  but  these 
difficulties  can  and  should  be  overcome.  As  I said  in  1960 
the  Engli.h  Disease  (ie.  ch  oaic  bronchitis)  caused  some 
30,000  deaths  per  year.  Everyone  agrees  that  air  pollu-' 
tioii  IS  one  of  the  most  serious  factors  in  the  cause  of 
chronic  bronchi  is.  Similarly,  most  people  agree  that  air 
pollution  plays  some  part  in  the  causation  of  lung  cancer.; 
These  two  diseases  confront  us.  We  dare  not  run  away 
just  because  there  are  difficulties,  great  and  genuine  as 
these  difficulties  may  be. 

Pertaining  to  atmospheric  pollution  another  aspect 
has  come  to  the  fore  increasingly  in  recent  years.  We 
must  make  our  air  clean  but  it  also  looks  as  though  we! 
must  make  our  houses  warm.  To  over  simplfy,  it  looks 
as  though  air  pollut^ion  causes  chronic  bronchitis  but  thq 
recovery  rate  of  any  particular  case  is  affected  by  the 
warmth  or  lack  of  warmth  in  Ms  home.  For  too  long, 
cold  and  draughty  halls  and  stairs  have  been  a part  of 
English  dwellings.  All  round  heating  is  much  to  be  de-' 
sired.  So  we  now  have  two  ways  to  attack  chronic  bron- 
chitis, clean  air  and  warm  houses. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  whole  nation  will 
attack  the  problem  of  clean  air,  with  urgency.  It  is  alsq 
my  hope  tc  live  long  enough  to  see  a fall  In  the  mortal-^ 
ity  and  morbidity  from  chronic  bronchitis'. 


(c)  Heme  Accidents. 

Since  1960,  I have  included  a section  upon  home  ac-i 
cidents  in  my  Annual  Reports.  Home  accidents  are  of 
great  importance.  Much  more  publicity  is  given  to  road 
accidents  than  to  those  in  the  home.  Yet  the  lattjer  cause 
more  deaths.  Besides,  home  should  be  a place  of  safety,' 
and  it  alv/ays  seems  to  me  the  more  tragic  when  an  ac-< 
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eid«ntal  d?ath  occx's  at  h:me.  S.i  ica  1930  some  doctors 
have  ver  y kindly  not?;cied  home  accidents  to  me.  This 
. notiflcaticn  is  Very  useful.  Notification  of  home  accidents 
. ^ives  us  the  following  information 

1 Thr  cause  of  accidents. 

2 WTiere  accidents  occur. 

3.  When  they  occur.  i 

4.  With  what  tool  or  utensil  they  are  caused. 

5.  Which  age  groups  are  involved  and  the  commonest 
causes  in  any  particular  age  group. 

However,  notification  does  not  serve  merely  as  a 
histo'  y of  accidents  which  have  occurred.  It  also  points 
cut  things  which  can  be  done  to  try  and  prevent  further 
accidents.  For  instance,  in  many  of  our  new  houses  we 
' have  been  most  careful  over  the  siting  of  the  cooker  and 
cf  electric  power  points.  Again,  if  an  accident  has  been' 
caused  by  disrepair,  that  has  been  put  light  at  once.  Sim-, 
ilarly,  if  the  doctor  notifying  has  desired  it,  a health  visir-i 
tor  has  visited  and  halped  to  instil  safer  methods  into  a 
household. 

Scv  I hope  you  will  agree  with  me  that  the:e  notifica-* 
sions  are  a useful  weapon  in  the  attack  upon  the  horrible 
^and  major  problem  of  home  accidents.  I have  said  be-' 
ifore,  and  I 'r^ay  again,  that  heme  accidents  should  be  made 
a matter  for  statutory  notification.  I am  sure  that  from 
-.them  we  would  gat  a lot  more  value  than  we  do  from' 
the  statutory  notification  of  some  infectious  diseases  (e.g. 
measles  and  pneumonia). 


(d)  Disposable  Syringes. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  for  my  areas  is  Derby- 
shire County  Council.  Derbyshire  covers  a very  big  area 
and  many  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinics  have  to  be 
provided.  When  I first  came  many  of  these  clinics  were 
in  unsatisfactory  premises.  I am  very  pleased  to  say 
that  the  County  Council  have  built  many  outstandinig* 
clinics  in  the  last  ten  years,  so  my  statement  that  many 
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of  the  premises  were  unsatisfactory  is  no  criticism  of  the. 
County  Ccuncii.  In  particulaiu  I am  thinking  of  the  diffin 
culty  there  was  in  sterilisiag  instruments  :at  these  outH 
lying  clinics.  No  matter  how  careful  you  were  you  could 
never  be  absolutely  sure  that  syringes  and  needles  werfe 
sterile  As  a result  of  this  I was  not  keen  to  immunise) 
children  in  such  surroundings.  Then  disposable  syringes 
were  introduced.  These  are  absolutely  stei-i  e.  Txiey  are 
used  once  only  and  are  then  thrown  away.  The  result' 
has  been  that  many  more  children  are  immunised  now, 
and,  immunisation  can  be  done  safely  anywheiC. 

This  may  seem  a little  thing,  but  little  not,  the 
results  are  very  important.  We  hear  a lot  about  the  huge 
profits  made  by  the  drug  industry,  we  do  not  alv/ays  hear 
about  the  benefits  they  produse.  This  is  one  irercftt  for 
which  I am  grateful.  Also^  I must  thank  ih:  De  byshire 
County  Council  for  the  speed  with  which  they  made  thesis 
syringes  available  to  their  staff. 


(e)  Deaths  from  Leukaemia. 

Year  65  64  63  6il  60  59  58  57  56  55 

Blackwell  2 5 3 -222-311 

Clowne  1 1 3 1 - 3 3 - - 1 2 

Bolsover  >--1-1-112- 

The  above  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  which 
occurred  from  leukaemia  in  my  three  districts  from  1955 
to  1965.  I think  you  will  agree  that  there  is  nothing  toi 
cause  alarm  in  these  figures,  yet  in  1959  one  of  my  dis-/ 
tricts  made  headline  news  in  the  national  press  It  was 
said  then  that  there  had  been  five  deaths  from  leukaemia 
in  one  village  in  Clowne  RD.  during  two  or  three  months 
of  1959.  Indeed,  there  were  only  five  deaths  in  all  of  my 
districts  combined  in  1959.  Also;  you  will  see  that  therel 
has  been  no  increase  in  1 eukaumia  deaths  before  or  since 
1959.  I was  very  disturbed  by  the  attitude  of  the  nat^ 
ional  press  in  this  instance.  As  I pointed  out  at  the  time’ 
not  one  of  them  made  any  attempt  to  get  in  touch  with 
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me  before  they  printed  the  story.  Anyway,  all  that  is  in, 
the  past  and  the  main  thing  is  -to.  produce  these  figures’ 
and  thereby  nail  the  lie  that  leukaemia  is  increasing  in 
my  districts. 


(f)  Pclicmyelilii. 

This  diseas  3 has  been  known  for  centuries.  It  can 
cause  death  and  gross  disability.  In  1956  a vaccine  was; 
introduced  against  this  illness.  Unfortunately  one  of  the 
first  to  be  vaccinated  in  one  of  my  districts  developed 
what  was  thought  to  be  polio,  four  to  five  days  after  hlis 
first  injection  of  vaccine.  Tnis  was  another  time  when  we 
were  headline  news,  but  in  this  case,  all  the  papers  acted 
very  responsibly  and  checked  with  fne  before  they  pub^ 
lished^^  anything.  ^As  it  turned  out  we  discovered  many 
m.onths  later  that  the  illness  was  not  in  fact  polio.  But 
the  interest  shown  by  the  newspapers  de  es  emphasise  how 
important  polio  was  in  1956  and;  before. 

This  country  never  had  as  seri:u3  outbreaks  as  many 
other  countries,  but  when  we  had  an  outbreak  it  was 
treated  as  a serious  emergency.  It  is  hard  to  remember 
what  things  were  like  before  1956.  It  must  be  even  har- 
der for  young  parents  to  remember,  because  to  them, 
polio  is  just  a name.  This  happy  state  has  come  about 
from  the  introduction  of  polio  vaccine  in  1956.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  it  has  made  a tremendous  differenoe  to 
world  health.  In  my  own  districts,  we  have  not  had  anyl 
polio  in  Clowne  or  Bolsover  since  1958,  while  the  last 
case  in  Blackwell  was  in  1961. 

Each  year  I advise  everybody  to  be  vaccinated' 
against  polio.  It  really  is  a bhssing  which  has  been  vouch- 
safed to  US;  as  anyone  who  can  remember  pre-vaccination 
days  will  agree.  I hope  this  will  show  that  my  advice  is 
not  just  routine  but  is  well  worth  heeding.  Three  lumps 
of  sugar  containing  three  drops  of  vaccine  can  prevent 
an  illness  which  has  been  a scourge  for  thousands  of 
years.  Surely  everyone  should  take  advantage  of  this 
most  important  advance  in  Public  Health. 
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The  above  are  some  of  the  things  whiich  have  hap- 
pened during  my  first  ten  years  of  serv;ioe'.  fn  many: 
ways  we  have  made  good  progress.  I am  sure  you  will 
join  with  me  in  hoping  that  we  can  do  even  better  in' 
my  second  ten.  Whether  we  shall  succeed  or  not  remains 
to  be  seen  but  if  we  fail  at  least  let  it  n t be  for  the 
want  of  trying.  Meantime,  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  my 
Councillors  and  to  the  District  Council  stalls  for  the  help 
and  encouragement  they  hav^e  afforded  to  myself  and  my 
department  during  those  past  years. 


TYPHOID,  PINK  ELEPHANTS  AND 
PARATYPHOID 

I am  sure  everyone  has  seen  the  type  of  question- 
naire which  has  multiple  answers.  You  are  asked  a ques- 
tion and  you  have  to  ring  the  answer  whi*h  applies.  If 
many  were  asked  to  ring  the  different  one  of  the  above 
three  1 am  sure  they  would  put  a ring  round  Pink  Ele-' 
phants.  They  would  be  wrong,  because  the  question  is  a 
trick.  In  fact,  all  three  are  the  same  because  they  are  all 
concerned  with  human  intestinal  illness  in  this  country 
as  I shall  show. 


In  1964.  we  had  an  outbreak'  of  typhoid  fever  in 
Aberdeen.  Roughly  400  people  were  infected  and  became 
ill.  This  was  held  to  be  caused  by  imported  corned  beef 
which  had  been  infected  while  being  cooled  in  uniterilised 
water.  This  was  treated  very  seriously.  Amcng  other  things 
all  tins  with  the  same  batch  (number  as  the  indicted:  tin 
were  withdrawn  from*  sale  and  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge they  are  still  being  withheld  from  the  public.  Al- 
together a full  blaze  of  publicity  was  focussed  upon  this 
outbreak,  and  Medical  Officers  were  kept  informed  as  to 
the  position.  Also  our  departments  were  used  to  with- 
draw questionable  tins. 

Pink  Elephants  were  imported  into  this  country  from 
Hong  Kong  as  novelties  for  Xmas  '1965.  They  were  littlej 
plastic  elephants  which  contained  water.  The  idea  was 
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that  you  popped  thsm  into  the  refrigerator  where  their 
water  froze.  Then  you  used  them  instead  of  ice  in  drinks. 
Cf  course  they  could  be  used  pver  and  over  again.  It 
was  discovered  that  the  water  in  these  elephants  was  not 
sterile  - and  that  some  at  least  contained  coliform  bacilli 
These  bacilli  are  indicators  which  show  ^that  water  has. 
been  contaminated.  Again,  this  was  treated  seriously  even 
though  no  one  actually  was  made  ill  by  them  (so  far  as  I 
know).  For  instance,  questions  were  asked  in  Parliament 
about  them  and  an  M.P.  suggested  that  thanks  should  be 
given  ' to  the  M O.H.  who  had  brought  the  matter  to  light. 
The  pink  elephants  were  withdrawn  from  sale.  So  we  cer- 
tainly acted  -fiercely  against  this  hazard  to  health  even,' 
though  ic  was  potential  rather  than  actual  (in  that  noi 
one  had  been, made  ill)  at  the  time  of  action. 

Now  we  come  to  paratyphoid.  In  August,  1965,  a 
family  from  Clowne  H.D.  went  to  Blackpool  for  their 
summer  holiday.  On  their  return;  I received  notification 
from  the  Blackpool  M.O.H.  that  ihay  could  have  consumed 
unpasteurised  milk  wxiich  was  associated  with  several 
cases  of  paratyphoid  B.  which  had  occurred  in  the  Black- 
pool area.  The  next  step  was  to  send  specimens  from  the 
family  to  the  laboratory.  They  were  all  positive  for 
paratyphoid  B.  This  was  the  beginning  of  trial  and  tribu- 
lation for  them'.  They  had  to  receive  treatment  and  the 
wage  earner  had  to  be  excluded  from  work.  In  all  he  was 
excluded  from  work  for  four  weeks.  During  .this  Cdme 
Clowne  R.D  made  up  his  wages  but  the  man  would  rather 
have  been  at  work  and  he  felt  that  his  chief  loss  was 
one  of  ‘liberty’  — a valid  point.  Bacteriologically,  the 
other  three  took  even  longer  to  clear  and  the  girl  had  to 
be  excluded  from'  scnool  for  several  weeks.  None  of  chem 
was  poorly  but  they  were  worried  and  anxious,  as  who 
would  not  be?  Apart  from  their  upset  '.this  caused  us  a 
lot  of  work  and  expense  (including  the  making  up'  of 
wages)  and  it  caused  a lot  of  work  for  the  Public  Health! 
Laboratory  which  had  to  deal  with  my  cases  and  those 
from  surrounding  areas'. 

Obviously  my  four  were  just  a little  local  difficulty. 
The  chief  problem  arose  at  the  source  of  infection.  After 
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correspondence  with  the  Blackpool  M.O.H.  and  the  M.O.H. 
for  Lancashire  Divisional  Health  Committee  No.  3,  I dis- 
covered that  the  source  of  the  trouble  was  a cow  which 
had  been  infected  by  para  yphoid  B.  and  which  was  ex-| 
creting  these  bacilli  straight  into  its  milk.  (It  is  thought 
m.ost  likely  that  the  cow  was  infected  by  vegetable  matter 
which  had  been  imported  from  the  East  and  compounded, 
in  this  country  into  animal  feeding  stuff).  This  unpast^ 
eurised  milk  was  consumed  in  holiday  establishments  in, 
Blackpool  with  the  result  that  many  people  became  infec- 
ted I believe  that  over  800  were  eventually  infected.  These? 
people  vre^e  infected  by  contaminated  unpai  .eia  ised  milk 
which'  I doubt  was  not  drunk  by  ithem  of  then.’  conscious 
choice.  To  put  it  another  way,  I should  'be  ve  y very} 
surprised  if  more  than'  a small  minority  of  these  800  used 
unpasteurised  milk  in  their  own  homes. 

As  the  Medical  Officers  for  the  area  concerned  point- 
ed out  no  one  could  have  prevented  this  oucb.eak.  The 
cow  was  infected.  Tne  organisms  were  in  her  milk  and 
her  milk  was  consumed  raw.  Even  if  Public  HeaLh  Of- 
ficers had  been  present  at  every  milking  and  had  sent  a 
specimen  to  the  laboratory  there  would  .still  have  been 
two  or  three  days  in  which  the  milk  was  consumed  be- 
fore a result  was  obtainable  from  the  lab.  No,  so  long  as 
raw  milk  can  be  retailed  no  one  can  prevent  this  sort  of 
outbreak  and  no  one  can  say  that  another  such  outbreak 
will  not  occur. 

Therefore  the  responsibility  for  this  outbreak  lies 
with  Parliament  which  in  its  wisdom  'allows  unpasterised 
milk  to  be  retailed  to  the  public  (at  large.  Accordingly,  I 
wrote  to  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Agriculture  to  find 
out  why  they  allowed  unpasteurised  milk.  At  the  second 
attempt  I gfbt  a reply  from  a Principal  Meaical  Ofiicer  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  I quote  from!  his  reply 

“So  far  as  pasteurisation  of  milk  is  concerned  this  De- 
partment can  only  reiterate  its  belief  t'nat  .on  Jaealth 
grounds  milk  should  be  heat-treated  This  advice  has, 
been  slated  in  the  Chief  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report, 


16 


regularly  includsd  ia  tlia  health  educaticn  material  sent 
out  from  here  to  newspapers,  family  magazines,  etc.  and 
has  been  the  subject  of  a broadcast  “flash”.  Nevertheless 
v/e  realise  that  the  COMPULSORY  heat-treatment  of  all 
milk  supplies  is  not  practicable  policy  at  the  present  time. 
“Untreated”  milk  is  a special  designation  permitted  by 
Regulations  which  could  be  altered  only  by  fresh  legisla- 
tion. You  will  realise  that  — apart  from  the  difficulty  of 
supplying  heat-treated  milk  to  rural  areas,  to  ‘which  pur 
previous  letter  referred  — there  is  a sizeable  minority ‘of 
people  who  prefer  to  drink  their  milk  untreated”-. 


Quite  frankly  this  reply  does  not  satisfy  me.  It 
seems  that  compulsory  heat  treatment  is  not  practicable 
because  of  (1)  the  difficulty  of  supplying  rural  areas,  and 
(2)  the  sizeable  minority  who  prefer  untreated  milk.  Surely 
these  can  be  overcome.  As  it  stands,  the  tail  is  wagging 
the  dog  and  that  is  undemocratic.  In  this  particular  out- 
break, no  one  can  describe  Blackpool  as  a rural  area  and 
as  I have  said-  I doubt  veiy  much  that  the  800  cases  chose 
untreated  milk.  Like  the  Ministry  of  Health  I can  only 
reiterate  my  belief  that  on  health  grounds  milk  should  be 
heat-treated'.  If  we  must  have  exceptions  then  these  could 
be  specified  in  legislation.  Similarly,  those  who  Wished 
could  buy  untreated.  But  surely  there  is  no  excuse  for 
untreated  milk  being  served  in  holiday  establishments  in 
“the  premier  seaside  resort  of  Britain”.  If  any  caterer 
wishes  to  serve  untreated  milk  then  I think  he  should  be 
forced  to  display  sf  notice  to  that  effect  (there  is  precedent 
for  this  in  that  bakers  display  a notice  when  artificial 
cream  is  being  used). 


No  amount  of  argument  or  discussion  can  alter  the 
fact  that  over  800  people  were  made  ill  who  need  not, 
have  been  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  financial 
cost  of  this  outbreak;  th^re  was  medical  care  and  treat- 
ment, laboratory  co3ts,  costs  of  Public  Health  Depart- 
ments and  loss  of  earnings.  As  for  the  human  cost,  that 
is  incalculable,  but  it  must  have  been  very  great. 
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So  there  we  have  it,  typhoid,  [pink  elephants  andj 
paratyphoid  are  the  same.  There  is  just  one  more  point 
I feel  I must  make.  In  my  opinion,  the  most  serious  of 
the  three  was  the  paratyphoid.  But  it  did  not  seem  toi 
me  to  be  treated  so  seriously  nationally  as  the  other  two.] 
For  example.  I do  not  thi  ik  intending  holiday  ‘makers\ 
were  advised  to*  insist  upon  pasteurised  milk  and  I do  not 
know  if  any  acti  m was  taken  to  see  if  any  otter  feeding 
stuff  was  contaminated  (unlike  the  typhoid  outbreak  when 
Public  Health  Depa':tments  were  used  to  isolate  and  with- 
draw suspected  tins).  Fina'ly,  I must  pay  t dbute  to  the 
Lancashire  H.al.h  Officers  for  the  speed  a id  efficiency 
which  they  showed  in  tracking  the  outbreak  to  i:s  source'. 
P.S.  Always  make  sure  your  Pinta  is  pasteurised. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (Acres) 

PopulatiGii  (Census  1961) 

Pcpulaticn  mid-year  (Registrar  General)  1965 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1965) 
Rateable  value  (end  of  1965)  ; 

Sum  represented  by^  a Penny  Rate  1965 


4,525 

11,770 

11,800 

3,728 

£396,412 

£1.617 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

, Total  Male 

Live  Birth?  187  89 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected)  14.9. 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  9 5 

(Per  cent  of  total  live  births)  4.8 
Stillbirths  1 1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  btill  births  5.3. 

Total  live  and  still  births  188  90 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under 
one  year) 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

Neo-naial  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four 
weeks  per  l',000  total  live  births)  ’ 


Female 

98 

4 


96 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under 
one  week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  one  week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  5.3 
Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  Nil 
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Comments 

The  number  of  births  and  the  birth  rate  are  both 
less  than  last  year  and  the  percentage  of  illegitimate 
live  births  has  also  fallen. 

There  has  been  no  infant  death  in  Bolsover  this 
year.  This  of  course  is  not  of  any  importance  statisticn 
ally  because  the  numbers  involved  are  too  small.  How-{ 
ever,  it  is  of  undoubted  importance  in  terms  of  satis-! 
faction  to  all  those  concerned  with  the  health  of  mothers 
and  children  in  Bolsover.  Accident  or  no,  the  fact  re-i 
mains  that  there  were  no  infant  deaths  in  Bolsover  and' 
this  to  me  is  an  occasion  to  be  glad. 

We  have  had  no  deaths  this  year.  We  shall  prob" 
ably  have  some  next  year,  but  we  hiust  try  to  have  as 
few  as  possible.  Tiie  best  way  of  doing  this  is  by  prov-I 
iding  good  ante-natal  care  for  expectant  mithers.  I can 
only  say  again  how  important  it  is  to  seek  out  and  ac-{ 
cept  ante-natal  care.  General  Practitioners  and  the  Local 
Health  Authority  are  only  too  keen  to  provide  ante-natal 
care.  ' 1 


It  is  nice  to  see  that  there  has  been  no  maternal; 
death  and  indeed  we  have  not  had  such  a death  since. 
1957.  ' . . . 
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DEATHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

96 

53 

43 

Death  rate  per  1.000  of  the  estimated  resident  popu- 
lation was  11.1  (corrected).  While  the  national  death  rate 
was  11.5  (provisional). 


The  total  number  of  deaths'  is  15  less  than  last  year. 
This  decrease  has  been  pretty  even  between  the  sexes  as 
there  have  been  six  less  male  'and  nine  less  f emale  deaths. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 


Cancer,  stomach  1 

Cancer,  lungs  6 

Cancer,  breast 

Cancer,  other  6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes  1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  4 

Coronary  diseasel,  angina  14 

Oiher  heart  disease  5 

Other  circulatory  disease  2 

Pneumonia  1 

Bronchitis  4 

C^her  diseases  of  respiratory  systemi  4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  2 

All  other  accidents  1 

Suicide 


Female 


4 

5 
1 

5 

4 

14 

2 

1 

1 

1 


4 

1 


Comments  ! ' 

There  has  not  been  a great  deal  of  change  in  the 
pattern  of  deaths  this  year.  The  number  of  lung  cancer, 
deaths  remains  steady,  but  I am  pleased  to  report  a large 
decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  and; 
bronchitis  (7  as  against  17  for  1964).  Again,  it  f.s  pleas-, 
mg  to  see  that  there  has  been  no  death  from  tuberculosis. 
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Coronary  disease,  angina 
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Hypertension  with  heart  disease  “21-12- 

Other  heart  disease  1)  JO  13  13  17  10  14 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School  ClinicJ* 

These  are  provided  by  the  Derbyshire  County  Council 


Ambulance 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council, 


Laboratory  Facilities 

1.  Analytical  — provided  by  the  County  Council. 

2.  Bacteriological  — provided  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service. 

I thank  both  for  their  courtesy  and  eificiency. 


Chest  Clinic 

Sheffield  Regional  Hospital  Board  provide  such  a 
clinic  in  Chesterfield,  another  is  held  at  the  Vict  oria  Hos- 
pital, Worksop  (Watson  Road  Clinic)  and  Mansiicld  hold 
one  at  Kings  Mill  Hospital. 


Venereal  Disease 

Treatment  and  advice  can  be  obtained  at  Derby 
Royal  Infirmary,  Chesterfield  Royal  Hospital,  Victoria 
Hospital  Worksop,  and  Mansfield  and  District  General 
Hospital. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA 


Water 


The  water  supply  to^  the  Urban  District  of  Bolsover 
IS  provided  by  the  North  Derbyshire  Water  Board.  Thia 
supply  has  been  suiiicient  in  quality;  iand  quantity 
throughout  the  year.  The  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the 
Board  has  very  kindly  sent  me  ‘the  following  report.  I 
would  like  to  thank  him  for  fthis  and  also  for  his  co-n 
operation,  throughout  the  year. 

(a)  (1)  The  area  derives  its  source  from  Bolsover 
Moor  and  Hills  town  Works  wncre  treatment  comprises; 
softening  and  chlorination,  distiibution  is  from  covered 
service  reservoirs  cr  tanks.  Txie  resultant  quality  of  sup- 
plied Waters  is  satisfactory. 

(2)  The  quantity  proved  adequate  for  normal 
/household  purposes  although  temporary  restrictions  were 
imposed  on  the  use  of  hosepipes. 

(b)  Chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  are  car- 
ried out  in  the  Board’s  Laboratories.  All  raw  treated  and 
distributed  waters  are  examined  qt  least  monthly.  The 
number  of  examine  Lions  involved  in  1965  being 

Bacteriological  256 

Chemical  256 

Bacteriological  results  on  treated  waters  have  been 
consistent  with  standards  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 


Chemical  results  in  view  of  the  fact  that  two  sources 
are  involved,  vary  with  location  and  approximate  )eix- 
tremes  of  variation  are 
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pH 


74  - 8.2 


Alkaliai^.y  (CaGo3,) 
Hardness  (CaCOjS) 
Chloride  (Cl) 
Fluoride  (F) 


[iQ  - 2e0mg;L 
130  - 160  mg/1. 
40  - 130  mg/1 


0.1 


(c)  There  was  no  evidence  of  plumbo  solvent  ac-^, 
lion  in  treated  waters'. 

(d)  Before  being  brought  into  services  all  mew 

mains  were  washed  out  and  sterilized  and  samples  taken 
to  ensure  satisfactory  bacteriological  and  physical  results 
were  obtained.  *.  i i I 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  other 
form  of  post  treatment  contamination. 

The  waters  were  monitored  to  detect  any  excessive 
amounts  of  radioactive  substances. 

Monthly  reports  of  current  bacteriological  andphysH 
cal  results  were  forwarded  to,  the  Medical  Ofticer  of  Healthl 

(e)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  area  is 
3,671,  all  of  which  are  supplied  from  mains,  the  popula-', 
tion  is  11,772. 
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Results  of  Examination  of  Sample'  of  Water 

From  Bolsover  Moor  (Blend) 

Physical  Examination 

Appearance  — clear. 

Colour  — 5 Hazen. 

Taste  — Normal. 

Electrical  ConducUvity  — 910  UnitsL 
Odour  — Nil. 

pH  - 7.6.  i 

Chemical  Examination  (Mg/lit) 

Calcium  (Ca)  • 32.8 

Magnesium  (Mg)  18.2 

Sodium  (Na)  173.0 

Potassium  (K)  1.1 

Silicates  (Si02)  6.0 

T.D.S.  663 

Carbonates  (C03)  153.0 

Sulphates  (S04)  164.6 

Chlorides  (Cl)  50.6 

Nitrates  (N03)  46.5 

Fluorides  (F)  0.1 

Total  Hardness  (CaC03)  157 

Calcium  Hardness  (CaC03)  82 

Magnesium  Hardness  (CaC03)  75 

Non-Carb.  Hard  (CaC03)  0 

Total  alkalinity  (CaC03)  255 

Excess  alkalinity  (Na2C03)  104 

Carbonate  Hardness  (CaC03)  157 

Iron  (Fe)  ; 0.04' 

Manganese  (Mn)  0.01 

Aluminium  (Al)  0.04  1 

Amm  Nitrogen  (N)  0.02 

Nit  Nitrogen  (N)  0.001 

Oxygen  absorbed  (O)  0.04 

Free  chlorine  (Cl)  0.4 

Combined  chlorine  (Cl)  0.05 
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Results  of  Examination  of  Sample  of  Water 

From  Hillstown  (Blend) 


Physical  Examination 

Appearance  — clear. 

Colour  — 5 Hazen.  _ 

Taste  — Normal. 

Electrical  Conductivity  — 780  UnitsL 
Turbidity  — 0.05  Units. 

Odour  — Nil. 

pH  — 8.0.  ‘ ' I L ^ 

Chemical  Examination  (Mg/lit) 

Calcium  (Ca)  30.8 

Magnesium  (Mg)  17.7 

Sodium  (Na)  130.3 

Potassium  (K)  2.0 

Silicates  (Si02)  7.0 

T.D.S.  : , 533 

Carbonates  (COS)  109.2 

Sulphates  (S04)  122.2 

Chlorides  (Cl)  69.6 

Nitrates  (NOS)  35.0 

Fluorides  (F)  0.1 

Total  Hardness  (CaC03)  150 

Calcium.  Hardness  (CaCOS)  77 

Magnesium  Hardness  (CaC03)  73 

Non-Caib.  Hard  (CaCOS)  0 

Total  alkalinity  (CaCOS)  182 

Excess  alkalinity  (Na2C03)  34 

Carbonate  Hardness  (CaCOS)  150 

Iron  (Fe)  0.04' 

Manganese  (Mn)  0.01 

Aluminium  (Al)  0.05 

Amm  Nitrogen  (N)  0.02 

Nit  Nitrogen  (N)  0.001 

^ Oxygen  absorbed  (N)  0.10 

Free  Chlorine  (Cl)  0.2 

Combined  chlorine  (Cl)  ‘ Trace 
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SEWERAGE  & SEWAGE  DISf OS\L 


1 Ncrmal  treatment  cf  sewage  continues. 

2.  The  Whaley  Common  plant  still  awaits  repair  when  a 
period  cf  stability  comes  along. 

3.  The  Consulting  Engineers  are  now  preparing  their  de- 
tailed scheme  for  Bolsover  Sewage  Works  and  the 
Town  sewers.  The  Council  is  under  pressure  from  the 
Rivers  Board  and  the  Consulting  Engineers  have  prom- 
ised the  detailed  report  for  September.  Meanwhile 
the  problem  of  suspended  solids  in  the  effluent  of  the 
sewage  wo  ks  has  been  partially  dealt  with  by  the  con- 
version of  two  large  concrete  beds  into  secondary, 
humus  tanks. 

4.  The  two  sewage  disposal  plants  in  the  North  Ward 
have  been  investigated  by  the  Consulting  Engineers 
who  have  submitted  their  preliminary  report.  This 
report  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  and  the 
Consulting  Engineers  intend  to  get  on  with  detailed 
proposals  as  soon  as  they  have  finished  those  for  the 
main,  works  at  Bolsover. 


HOUSING 

ThxS  has  been  a poor  year  for  the  provision  of  new 
houses  in  Bolsover  U.D.  The  Council  did  not  build  any 
houses  but  23  were  built  for  private  owners.  Thus  the 
total  for  1965  is  23.  Tnis  is  Cnore  than  the  total  for  1964, 
but  the  increase  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  satisfaction^ 
The  last  year  in  which  a satisfactory  number  of  houses 
were  built  was  1962.  In  that  year  61  houses  were  built. 
As  I have  said  before,  this  is  one  total  which  I would  like 
to  see  increased  every  year.  I know  there  are  many  reas- 
ons for  this  slow  down  and  jit  would  take  a book,  let 
alone  an  annual  report,  to  try  and  discuss  them'.  However, 
I must  report  the  number,  which  is  23,  which  is  too  low 
in  my  opinion.  , 
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CONVERSIONS 


No  conversions  were  made  during  the  year  although 
this  is  not  as  bad  as  it  sounds  because  there  are  only, 
nine  houses  left  in  the  district  with  pail  closets.  Nine 
out  of  a total  of  3,728  is  not  bad  at  all'J 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD  ' 

Milk,  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

An  account  of  the  supervision  of  milk,  meat  and, 
other  f(}ods  will  be  found  in  the  [Public!  Health  Inspector’s 
report.  | i ; ; 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE 
ACTS  — 1948  and  1951 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year!. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

The  Ministry  has  requested  information  about  the 
above.  There  is  no  common  lodging  house  'in  the  Bols- 
over  Urban  District  ; 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1961 


There  are  30  factories  registered  in  the  Bolsover  Urban', 
District  which  are  inspected  from  time  to  time,  and  ac- 
tion taken  as  it  is  necessary.  Conditions  generally  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspec- 
tors) 


Number 

on 

Premises.  Register 

Number  of 

Inspec-  Written 

tions  notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2 
3,  4,  and  6,  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

4 

1 9 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

21 

70 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(excluding  outworkers’  Premises.) 

5 

20 

2 

Total 

30 

109 

4 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Particulars.  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  1 1 — — 

Overcrowding  - — — — 

Unreasonable  Temperature  --  — — 

Inadequate  Ventilation  — — — — 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  — — — — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient  2 2 — — 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  1 1 — — 

Total  4 4 — — 
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Cases  of  InfacliDus  Disease  notified  duiing  the  year  1G65 
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PREVALENCE  CF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Diphtheria 

There  has  not  been  a case  cf  diphtheria  in  Bolsover 
since  1948.  We  can  keep  this  happy  rotate  lof  affairs  by/ 
having  cur  children  immunised  against  diphtheria.  In  th's 
connection  I have  to  report  that  187  primary  immunisa- 
tions against  diphtheria  were  completed  in  1965  This  is 
47  more  than  in  1964.  I am  very  pleased  to  see  this  in- 
crease and  I hope  it  will  be  jnaintained.  I would  urge  that 
all  parents  should  have  their  children  immunised'. 

Measles 

Last  year  I pointed  out  how  the  accepted  pattern 
had  gone  awry  in  Bolsover.  Had  we  run  according  to 
the  usual  way,  i.e.  one  year  high,  one  year  low,  we  should 
"have  had  a lot  of  cases  in,  Bolsover  jin  1965l  In  fact  wei 
had  only  84  cases,  which  is  much  .'tess  than  the  264  of  last 
year 

Pclicmyelilis 

Again,  there  was  no  case  of  poliomyelitis.  I cani 
only  repeat  that  it  is  my  belief  fhat  ;all  who  are  eligible, 
for  vaccination  against  this  illness,  should  accept  vaccina- 
tion as  soon  as  possible'.  Vaccination  can  now  be  done 
by  mouth. 

Whccping  Cough 

I am  very  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no 
cases  of  this  distressing  illness  this  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Lasi  year  there  were  only  two  cases.  I said  then 
that  I doubted  whether  this  happy  state  of  affairs  would 
continue  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  my  doubts  have  been' 
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confirmeci.  There  have  been  40  cases  of  scarlet  fever  this 
year  but,  fortunately,  the  vast  majority  of  these  were  very; 
very  mild  indeed. 

Food  Poisoning 

I am  very  pleased  to  report  that  there  have  been  poi 
cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  to  ime  in  1965'. 
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Tuberculosis" 

The  following  table  gives  particulars 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  ' 

Periods  Non-  Non- 
in years  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M F M F M F M F 


0 

1 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

i 

65  & upwards 


Total 


1 


There  has  only  been  one  case  of  tuberculosis  this 
year  and  this  oi  the  non-pulmonary  type.  It  is  very 
pleasing  to  sae  no  new  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

and  , , 

CLEANSING  SUPERINTENDENT 

for  the  Year  1965 


To  the  CHAIRMAN  and  MSMBERS  of  the 
EOLSOVER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  tmy  report  for  the 
year  1965.  , 

During  the  year,  23  new  houses  were  built  by  pri- 
vate developers  and  a further  house  resulted  from  the 
conversion  of  a school  room  at  Whaley.  This  represents 
a slight  improvement  over  the  previouis  year,  but  is  still 
a disappointing  total  when  viewed  against  the  national 
policy  of  increasing  the  number  of  new  houses,  especially 
cf  houses  to  rent.  No  private  capital  is  nowadays  being 
provided  for  building  houses  to  rent  and  local  authorities 
m.ust  inevitably  assume  this  responsibility.  It  is  new  three 
years  since  the  last  Council  houses  'were  built  and  at 
the  time  of  preparing  this  report,  no  ;plans  exist  for  an' 
early  resumption  of  building,  apart  from  two  Wardens! 
houses,  adjacent  to  existing  old  persons  bungalows  and  a 
block  cf  six  flats  at  Shuttle  wood.  Similarly  no  plans^ 
exist  for  large  scale  building  by  private  developers.  A) 
much  more  ambitious  building  programme,  both  by  tthe 
Council  and  private  developers,  would  be  extremely  wel- 
cem^e,  it  would  enable  more  positive  steps  to  be  takeni 
to  remove  unfit  houses  and  would  encourage  many  youtigl 
miaiiisd  couples  to  make  their  homes  in  this  district,  in-* 
stead  of  being  compelled  to  look  elsewhere.  In  the  twen*^ 
ty  years  since  the  end  of  the' War,  there  has  been  a most 
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definite  improvement  in  the  general  standard  of  housing 
acccmmcdaticn  in  this  district  — almost  1,300  new  houses 
have  bsen  built,  well  over  403  houses  have  been  improved) 
£;nd  330  unfit  houses  have  been  removed.  However,  ai 
great  deal  remains  to  be  done  and  we  have  a long  way 
to  go  before  every  family  has  ,a  good  house  with  modern 
amenities. 

Reports  for  the  past  two  years  have  referred  to  dif- 
ficulties in  the  Council’s  No.  1 Smoke  Control  Area  and! 
towards  the  end  pf  1965,  the  Minister'  pf  Housing  and) 
Local  Government  refused  to  confirm  an  Order  revoking 
the  Smoke  Control  Order.  The  problems  of  introducing 
a programme  of  smoke  control  have  been  considered  by 
the  Council  and  several  Sub-Committees  on  numerous 
occasions  over  the  past  two  years  : special  problems  arise 
in  mining  areas  and  Bolsover  has  not  been  the  only  place 
where  difficulties  have  arisen.  We  now  know  that  the 
No.  1 Smoke  Control  Order  will  come  back  into  opera- 
tion on  the  1st  September,  1966,  and  one  can  only  hope 
that  the  vast  majority  of  householders  concerned,  will  look 
I'pcn  this  as  a measure  to  improve  their  health  and  well 
being.  In  some  towns  and  cities,  where  greater  progress 
has  been  made,  the  residents  are  clamouring  for  accelera- 
tion and  exfcensisn  of  smoke  control,  and  it  must  be  real- 
ised that  the  benefits  toi  be  'derived  from  a reduction  in 
atmospheiic  pollution  will  only  be  secured  by  carrying 
cut  a systematic  and  orderly  programme. 

The  Same  basic  problem  underlies  the  question  of 
providing  more  new  houses  and  implementing  a policy 
of  smoke  control  — it  is  the  matter  of  finance;  whether 
people  can  afford  and  are  willing  to  pay  the  cost,  espec- 
ially the  elderly  and  the  lower  paid.  Providing  good 
houses  for  ourselves  and  ensuring  that  the  air  we  breathe 
is  cleaner  are  questions  of  vital  ‘importance  to  health. 
We  ought,  really,  to  ask  ourselves  whether  we  can  afford’ 
to  be  without  these  necessities,  and  whether  too  many  of 
us  have  become  too  used  to  spending  too  great  a prop- 
ertien  of  our  earnings  on  less  essential  and  less  funda-f 
mental  things.  Inevitably,  there  will  be  pensioners,  old 
persons  and  poorer  paid  who  will  jneed  to  be  helped  if 
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we  are  1o  systematically  and  conscientiously  improve  the 
enviionm3nt  in  which  we  live.  This  is  :a  social  and  ec-l 
oncmic  problem  facing  the  whole  nation  and  the  needi 
for  improvement  is  so  patently  povious  in  very  many 
parts  of  this  country. 

It  is  very  pleasing  again  to  report  record  sales  of 
waste  paper.  This  could  not  have  been  achieved  without 
the  co-operation  of  householders,  shop  keepers  and  bus-i 
iness  premises  in  the  district.  It  is  hoped  that  this  co^ 
operation  can  be  further  fostered  and  expanded  to  pro-* 
Quce  even  better  results  next  time,  especially  hs  costs 
have  not  risen  nearly  so  much.  * 


I am,  Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

,Ycur  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  H.  WALTON, 

Public  Health  Inspector  & Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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Gcniiral  Inipeclion  of  the  Area 

Table  showing  inspection,  etc.  undertaken  during 
the  year  1965 

Inspection  of  houses  for  nuisances  and  defects  ...  295 

Revisits  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  371 

Visits  in  connection  with  improvement  of  houses  197 

Visits  re  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Visits  to  infectious  disease  cases  ...  ...  ...  53 

Milk  Distributors  and  Dairiss  ...  ...  51 

Slaughterhouses— Meat  Inspection 386 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  67 

Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Market  Stalls  102 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  58 

Inns  and  other  Public  Buildings  ...  ...  9 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ...  ...  ...  109 

Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Controlled  Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  86 

Colliery  Spoil  Bankst  ...  ...  ...  12 

Clean  Air  Act— Smoke  Observationsj  ,.  13 

Clean  Air  Act— Smoke  Control  Ahea  ...  91 

re  Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  18 

: Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  27 

re  Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ...  ...  26 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ' 19 

Petroleum  Licensing  ...  ...  ...  52 

Drainage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

to  Public  Bathj:i  ...  ...  .••  ••• 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  ...  53 

Interviews  'with  owners,  contractors,  etc.  ...  161 


39 


Iloivsing  and  Public  Health  Act  'Defects 


The  following  table  shows  the  defects  remedied  as 
a result  of  action  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts. 


Defects  in  connection  with 


House  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Chimney  Stacks:  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Eaves,  gutters  and  rain  water  pipes  ...  ...  42 

Pointing  and  brickwork  of  walls  ...  ...  3^ 

Yard  Paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Waste  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Internal  wall  and  ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  92 

Windows  and  Sash  cords.  ...  ...  ...  21f 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cocking  ranges  and  fireplaces  ...  ...  29 

Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rising  or  penetrating  dampness  ...  ...  71 

Outbuildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Drams  and  Inspection  chambers  ...  ...  34 

Water  closet  pedestals  ...  ...  ...  18 

Closet  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  ...  14 

Walls  and  fences  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dilapidated  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  104 


In  connection  with  the  foregoing  defects  203  infor- 
mal notices  and  14  statutory  notices  werei  served'. 
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HOUSING 


One  of  the  prime  responsibililies  of  any  local  auth- 
ciity  is  to  protect  and  promote  the  health  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  its  area  by  ensuring  that  enough  good  houses 
are  available  to  allow  them  to  live  contented  and  healthy 
lives.  It  is  a responsibility  which  will  'not  diminish,  for 
as  the  general  standard  of  living  is  raised,  so  the  people 
will  expect  a correspcnding  rise  in  the  standard  of  hous- 
iorg. 


To  ensure  sufficient  good  houses  requires  action 
on  several  fronts  : by  the  erection  of  new  local  authority 
houses  and  old  persons  bungalows  for  letting  ; by  ensur- 
ing that  those  persons  who  aspire  to  own  their  own 
houses  are  able  to  do  so  and  are  given  a reasonable 
choice,  by  properly  repairing  those  older  houses  (which 
still  have  a useful  life  and!  providing  modern  amenities 
which  are  now  universally  accepted  as  essential  to  a de- 
cent life;  and  by  the  removal  and  replacement  of  houses 
which,  by  present  day  standards,  are  unfit  for  habitation 
and  no  longer  capable  of  providing  satisfactory  homes. 

We  shall  probably  never  reach  a state  of  Utopia, 
and  even  that  would  only  be  of  temporary  duration,  but 
the  objective  is  to  provide  good  living  conditions  for  as 
high  a propcrtion  as  'possible  of  the  residents  in  this  area. 


HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT 

During  1965,  23  houses  were  built  in  the  Urban 
District,  all  of  themi  by  private  developers.  Although 
this  represents  an  increase  of  five  when  compared  with 
the  number  of  new  houses  for  the  previous  year,  it  is  a 
most  disappointing  achievement  when  viewed  against  the 
national  increase  in  house  building.  We  are  constantly 
being  reminded  of  the  paramount  need  to  adopt  modern, 
methods  and  to  limit  non  essential  building  work  so  that 
the  number  of  new  houses  caUi  be  'increased  to  over' 
400.000  per  year  and  soon  to  the  ^alf  million  target.  An 
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ever  increasing  number  of  new  houses  is  required  to 
cater  for  a growing  population,  to  allow  for  rehousing  of 
families  in  sub-standard  dwellings,  to  alleviate  the  sharing 
of  houses  and  to  provide  houses  for  young  married  coup- 
les. The  achievement  in  this  district  of  only  172  new 
houses  during  the  past  six  years  represents  a most  inade- 
quate total;  of  these  172  new  houses,  72  we:  e built  by  the 
Council  and  100  were  built  by  'private  developers.  Results 
for  the  previous  six  years  were  far  more  tangible,  total- 
ling 674  new  houses  — 356  provided  by  Counsil  build- 
ing, 256  by  the  Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  and 
62  by  private  developers.  Quite  apart  from  the  need  to 
provide  houses  for  an  expanding  population  and  young  per- 
sons who,  nowadays,  marry  earlier,  there  is  a need  of 
about  50  new  houses  a year  fn  a district  of  this  size  tOi 
m?.ke  good  the  effects  of  obsolescenee'J 

The  effects  of  the  poor  progress  'made  in  recent 
years  has  now  resulted  in  the  virtual  cessation  of  thq 
slum  clearance  programme  and  compels  a grovring  num^ 
her  of  young  married  couples  to  make  their  homes  out-' 
side  this  Urban  District.  Foir  a number  of  years  we  have 
had  too  many  people  who  work’  fn  the  Bolsover  area 
and  live  in  adjoining  districts,  and  it  is  indeed  a great 
pity  that  this  tendency  has  increased  in  recent  years.  This 
district  cannot  afford  to  fall  behind  In  the  drive  to  erect 
good  houses,  there  is  a need  to  provide  modern,  well 
equipped  Council  built  houses  for  those;  families  who 
prefer  to  rent,  and  suitable  sites  for  those  who  prefer 
and  can  be  encouraged  to  buy  their /own -homesl 


Financial  considerations  are  of  very  great  import” 
ance  when  considering  housing  development  and  of 
course  they  weigh  most  heavily  in  a comparatively  small 
district  where  a large  proportion  of  the  houses  are  al-; 
ready  Council  owned.  Increased  financial  assistance  is 
being  introduced  for  Council  built  houses  and  the  Gov- 
ernment also  proposes  to  give  help  to  lower  paid  peoplq 
to  extend  owner  occupation.  Both  these  measures  are 
designed  to  assist  the  drive  to  build  more  houses  and  it 
is  hoped  that  in  the  not  too  distant  future  the  number 
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cf  nev/  houses  in  this  area  will  show  a marked  and  sus- 
tained increase. 


-It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  is  a move  on  foot 
to  improve  the  standard  of  new  houses,  for  too  long  have 
size  and  standards  continued  to  be  reduced  in  a never'* 
ending  and  losing  battle,  to  counteract  increased  building! 
costs,  land  prices  and  interest  charges.  The  new  houses 
we  build  to-day  must  inevitably  last  a long  time  and 
will  be  occupied  by  our  children  and  their  children  too.' 
To  say  the  least,  it  is  difficult ‘to  forecast  what  house  de-4 
sign  and  home  requirements  will  be  in  say  30  or  40  years, 
but  we  ought  to  try  to  build  houses  which  will  be  ad-l 
equate  m most  respects  for  a reasonable  length  of  time. 
It  is  so  easy  to  condemn  our  forbears  who  built  the  pres- 
ent day  sub-standard  houses;  we  owe  it  to  our  descen- 
dants to  leave  this  country  and  this  district  the  better’ 
for  our  labours  by  trying  to  avoid  some  of  the  mistakes 
cf  the  past 


It  is  quite  probable  that  improved  standards,'  to^ 
some  extent,  will  absorb  the  higher  subsidies  and  that  the 
increased  help  from  the  'Exchequer  will  not  automatically 
result  in  much  reduced  rents  — but  the  tenants  will  be 
assured  of  better  equipped  homes.  Most  of  the  Council 
cwned  houses  in  this  district  were  built  when  costs  were 
less  than  they  are  today  and  the  effects  of  present  day 
rent  levels  have  not  been  felt  to  any  marked  degree.  An 
ambitious  building  programme  to  provide  higher  standard 
Council  houses  would  necessarily  introduce  higher  hent 
levels  and  the  introduction  pf  a rent  stheme,  which  prov-- 
ide^  soinc  help  for  poorer  families,  would  seem  to  be  in-j 
evitable  — indeed  this  point  was  referred  to  in  the  Gov- 
einment’s  “Housing  Programme  1965  — 1970”.  Of  course, 
increases  in  rent  levels  are  never  popular,  unless  families 
are  living  in  dreadful  conditions  and  are  desperate  for 
a better  home,  but  we  must  seriously  ask  ourselves 
whether  we  do  pay  a sufficient  proportion  of  our  in- 
comes cn  providing  good  homes  for  ourselves  — after 
all,  we  spend  by  far  the  greater  part  of  our  lives  in  our 
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homes,  and  a happy  home  still  forms  the  very  fountia- 
tion  of  family  life: 


Last  year’s  report  referred  to  plans  for  the  rede-i 
velopment  of  a cleared  site  in  Castle  Street  and  High, 
Street  and  to  sewerage  schemes  being  iprepared  for  two 
quite  large  housing  development  areas  in  Cxcroft  Lane 
and  Moor  Lane.  Unfortunately,  it  is  not  possible  to  re-4 
port  any  great  progress  in  the  implementation  of  these 
proposals  ; the  plans  for  the  town  centre  scheme  are  now' 
in  abeyance,  an  adverse  mining  report  on  the  Oxcroft 
Lane  development  area  will  hold  up  progress  for  several 
years  and  the  Moor  Lane  development  area  will  be  sub- 
ject to  mining  instability  in  a few  years  time.  The  only 
positive  plans  which  existed  at  the  end  of  1965  were  for 
the  erection  of  two  wardens  houses,  adjacent  to  existing) 
groups  of  old  people’s  dwellings,  and  for  the  construction 
of  a block  of  six  two  bedroom  flats,  on  a small  site  in 
Bolsover  Road,  Shuttle  wood.  In  no  case  had  the  Work 
actually  commenced  at  the  end  of  1965,  but  iit  is  hoped 
that  next  year’s  report  will  be  lable  to  refer  to  progress 
on  these  schemes. 


At  the  end  of  1965,  the  number  of  houses  m thq 
Urban  District  had  risen  to  3728  and  of  these  1285  are 
post  war  houses  — 824  erected  by  the  Council,  258  by  thq 
Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  and  205  by  private 
aevelopers  — it  is  indeed]  a great  pity  that  the  last  num-' 
ber  in  this  trio  is  only  a quarter  as  great  as  the  firsi! 
number.  One  of  the  most  unfortunate  features  of  post 
war  housing  in  this  district  has  been  the  very  limited  pri'- 
vate  development  and  the  absence  of  any  real  ireedom  of 
choice  offered  to  would  be  owner  occupiers.  If  positive 
steps  could  be  taken  to  rectify  this  position,  much  could 
be  done  to  improve  the  housing  ‘position  without  placing 
extra  burden  on  rent  and  rate  levels. 
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REMOVAL  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES 


During  1965,  only  very  limited  progress  was  made 
on  reducing  the  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  district  A 
survey,,  carried  out  in  December,  1961,  estimated  the  num- 
ber of  unfit  houses  remaining  at  that  time  to  be  122  and 
it  was  anticipated  that  these  would  be  dealt  with  in  tha 
following  5 years.  Unfortunately,  these  plans  have  not 
materialised,  and  at  the  end  of  December,  1965,  there 
still  remained  59  houses  where  no  action  had  been  takeri; 

The  action  taken  during  1965,  to  deal  'with  unfit 
houses,  is  set  out  below. 

Wcodhouse  Road  Clearance  Area 

An  official  representation  in  respect  of  the  eleven 
houses  numbered  1,  3,  5,  7,  9 and  2,  4,  6,  8,  10  and  12  Wood-* 
house  Road,  was  submitted  to  the  Council  in  Februar>% 
1964.  The  Council  decided  to  negotiate  the  purchase  of 
these  properties,  but  as  many  of  them  are  owner  occu- 
pied. and  some  of  these  are  foreign  nationals,  the  difficul- 
ties experienced  were  exceptional  and  none  had  actually 
been  purchased  at  the  end  of  1965. 

Middle  Street  Clearance  Area 

The  official  representation  in  this  case  was  also  sub- 
mitted in  February,  1964,  and  related  to  the  three  houses 
numbered  3,  9 and  11  Middle  Street.  Here  again,  the 
Council  decided  to  negotiate  the  purchase  of  the  houses, 
together  with  two  adjoining  houses  numbered  ^ and  7 
Middle  Street,  with  the  object  of  securing  a s^ite  conven- 
ient for  redevelopment  in  the  very  centre  bf  the  town?. 
All  five  properties  were  purchased  during  1965,  and  by 
the  end  of  the  year  two  of  the  families  had  been  re- 
housed. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

During  1965,  four  individual  unfit  houses  wer? 
dealt  with  ; 

32  Hill  Top,  was  the  subject  of  a Closing  Order 
in  lieu  of  a Demolition  Order. 
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Kighfield  Bungalow,  Welbeck  Road,  was  the  sub^ 
ject  of  a Demolition  Order. 

7 High  Street,  was  the  subject  of  a Demolition 
Order  and  the  tenant  was  rehoused  before  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  Railway  Bungalow,  Shuttlewood  Road,  was 
was  also  the  subj-ct  of  a Demoliticn  Order,  the 
tenant  was  rehoused  and  the  house  was  demol- 
ished dui’ing  1965. 

Only  one  unfit  house  was,  therefore,  removed  dur- 
ing 1965.  Carried  forward  into  1986  were  the  59  houses 
v/here  no  acaon  had  been  commenced,  the  il  houses  in' 
Woodnouse  Road  and  4 other  condemned  or  acquired 
unfit  houses  where  the  tenants  had  not  been  rehoused. 

Last  year’s  report  referred  to  the  purchase  of  four- 
teen houses  in,  or  adjoining,  the  Cotton  Street  (No.  4) 
Clearance  Area.  Three  of  these  houses  were  of  archit- 
ectural and  historical  value,  one  of  the  tenants  was  re- 
housed in  1964  and  the  other  two  were  temporarily  re- 
housed in  1965  to  allow  extensive  works  of  repair  and 
improvement  to  be  carried  out.  These  were  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  two  of  the  tenants  were  re-^ 
turned  to  their  former  homes. 

During  the  year  1965,  five  families,  totalling  6 per- 
sons, were  rehoused  from  unfit  houses. 

An  early  resumption  of  house  building  Avould  be 
welcome  as  a means  of  reducing'  the  number  of  unfit 
houses  in  the  district.  In  addition  to  those  houses  classi- 
fied as  unfit  at  tae  time  of  the  1961  survey,  there  are 
many  more  houses  which  are  approaching  the  end  of 
thtir  useful  life,  which  do  not  inake  very  satisfactory 
homes  and  which  do  not  readily  lend  themselves  to  being 
modernised  and  improved.  As  the  number  of  unfir  houses 
in  the  country  is  steadily  reduced  the  question  of  review- 
ing and  raising  the  standard  of  unfitness  will  surely  arise 
end  this  will  have  a marked  'effect  on  the  number  of  new 
houses  required.  It  clearly  demonstrates  that  the  drive  to 
secure  better  housing  conditions  is  a continuing  probleml 
which  will  further  increase  the  demand  for  new  houses. 


46 


IIVIFRC  VEMENT  OF  HOUSES 


Apart  from  the  three  houses  referred  to  earlier, 
which  were  improved  by  the  Council,  59  privately  owned 
houses  were  improved  during  1965, 14  under  the  discretion- 
ary grant  scheme  and  45  under  the  standard  grant  scheme. 
This  represents  quite  a good  increase  ‘when  compared 
with  the  total  of  34  for  ,the  previous  year.  Of  the  59 
houses  improved,  20  were  owner  occupied  and  '39  were 
tenanted,  and  this  is  the  most  pleasing  feature  of  this 
work  for  last  year.  Although  59  is  not  quite  the  high- 
est number  ever  improved  in  one  year,  the  percentagie  ol 
tenanted  houses  dealt  with  in  1965  Is  the  highest  yet 
achieved. 

The  total  amount  paid  in  grants  was  £9,639,  an  av- 
erage of  some  £114  per  house  for  standard  grants  and 
£321  per  house  for  discretionary  grants.  Under  the  stan- 
dard grant  schemes,  44  inside  water  closets  were  provided, 
38  complete  hot  water  systems,  40  wash-hand  basins,  38 
baths  and  8 ventilated  food  stores.  The  discretionary 
grants  related  to  the  erection  of  inew  bathrooms,  etc.  at 
13  houses  and  the  conversion  of  a former  school  room 
into  a two  bedroom  bungalow  at  -.Whaley,  this  represent- 
ing an  increase  in  available  housing  accommodation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  private 
houses  in  the  Urban  District  which  have  been  improved, 
under  the  grant  schemes 
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Owner-Occupied 

Tenanted 

Total  Houses 

Houses 

Houses 

Improved 

1954 

3 

— 

3 

1955 

25 

40 

65 

1956 

23 

6 

29 

1957 

15 

4 

19 

1958 

19 

6 

25 

1959 

32 

— 

32 

1960  (Standard  Grants)  15 

— . 

(Discretionary 

Grants) 

3 

6 

24 

1961  (Standard  Grants) 

15 

1 

(Discretionary 

Grants) 

6 

1 

23 

1962  (Standard  Grants 

27 

22 

(Discretionary 

Grants) 

4 

8 

61 

1963  (Standard  Grants 

40 

20 

(Discretionary 

Grants) 

1 

- 

61 

1661  (Standard  Grants)  22 

9 

(Discretionary, 

i ) 

Grants) 

' 2 

1 

34 

1965  (Standard  Grants)  19 

26 

(Discretionary 

Grants) 

1 

13 

59 

272 

163 

435 
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At  the  end  of  1965,  there  were  28  cases  where  ap~i 
plications  for  grant  had  been  approved,  but  where  the, 
works  had  not  been  completed;  of  these,  11  were  owner 
occupied  houses  and  17  were  tenanted. 


Over  37  per  cent  of  all  the  houses  improved  have 
been  tenanted  and  this  is  thought  to  be  above  the  nat- 
ional average  — it  would  be  pleasing  if  this  proportion 
were  to  rise  year  by  year.  So  far  the  improvement  of 
housing  accommodation  has  resulted  from  persuasion 
rather  than  the  use  of  compulsory  powers  introduced  in 
the  1964  Act.  I should  like  to  think  that  this  rate  of 
progress  can  be  maintained  until  the  basic  amenities  of 
hot  water  and  indoor  sanitation  are  enjoyed  by  the  vast 
majority  of  householders  in  this  district.  No  longer  are 
these  amenities  a luxury,  they  are  now  essential  to  a 
decent  and  healthy  life  and  should  be  available  to  all. 


It  is,  of  course,  quite  right  that  the  best  possible 
use  should  be  made  of  older  houses  and  that  as  many  as 
possible  of  them  should  be  made  comfortable  and  attrac-i 
tive  houses  by  the  provision  of  modern  amenities.  Many 
of  these  older  houses  are  occupied  by  middle  aged  and 
elderly  people,  who,  under  the  present  house  letting  sys- 
tem, have  little  prospect  of  being  offered  the  tenancy  of 
a Council  house.  As  the  proportion  of  new  and  improved 
houses  in  the  Urban  District  rises  year  by  year,  the  com- 
fort and  welfare  of  those  families  Who  live  in  houses 
v/iihout  modern  amenities  must  become  an  increasingly 
urgent  problem'.  The  grants  available,  afford  to  the  ow- 
ner, a satisfactory  return  on  his  outlay  and  give  the  ten- 
ant an  improved  house  for  a modest  increase  in  rent. 

It  is  more  than  likely  that  cases  will  exist  where, 
landlords,  possibly  because  of  advanced  age,  are  unwil-^ 
ling,  or  unable,  to  bear  the  cost  of  improving  their 
houses,  and  some  local  authorities  are  noW  purchasing 
suitable  houses  and  improving  them.  This  is  a practice/ 
which  is  likely  to  grow,  indeed,  the  new  1964  Housing 
Act  provides  for  Councils  being  required  to  purchase 
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houses  in  improvement  areas.  These  schemes  relate  only 
to  houses  which  are  suitable  for  improvement  and  would 
not  involve  local  authorities  in  the  purchase  of  sub- 
standard houses  which  are  incapable  of  being  transformed 
into  good  homes  at  reasonable  cost. 

It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  im- 
provement of  housing  accommodation,  especially  the  stan- 
dard grant  scheme,  is  basically  designed  to  provide  mod- 
ern amenities  in  older  houses  and  to  make  them  into 
more  comfortable  homes  where  people  can  live  happier 
and  healthier  lives.  Improving  a house  does  not  of  nec- 
essity prolong  its  life  beyond  a certain  point,  or  complet- 
ely eliminate  the  effect  of  age  on  its  fabric.  By  all 
means  every  effort  should  be  made  to  provide  more  com- 
fortable hemes  for  families,  but  the  scheme  is  not  a sub- 
stitute for  the  erection  of  new  [houses. 


HCxMES  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 

There  was  again  no  addition  to  the  number  of  Coun- 
cil owned  bungalows  and  flats  suitable  for  elderly  per- 
sons. The  three  small  houses  in  Cotton  Street,  which 
were  completely  reconditioned  and  improved,  were  re-let 
to  elderly  persons.  The  total  number  of  ground  floor 
flats,  bungalows  and  smaller  houses  for  older  fpersons 
new  stands  at  186. 

The  proportion  of  older  persons  in  the  community 
grows  year  by  year  and  there  remains  a considerable  de- 
mand for  Council  bungalows.  Many  people  look  forward 
to  moving  to  smaller,  well-equipped  homes,  later  in  life 
and  it  would  be  beneficial  if  the  number  of  bungalows 
available,  especially  those  with  two  bedrooms,  were  suf- 
ficient to  allow  tenancies  to  be  offered  to  couples  ih 
their  late  fifties,  enabling  them  to  settle  down  in  their 
new  homes,  while  they  still  enjoy  reasonable  health  and 
strength.  . ! ; ; ; 

During  the  year,  the  new  Thomas  Colledge  House, 
erected  b^/  the  County  Council  Welfare  Committee,  was 
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cpened.  It  occupies  a level  site  quite  close  to  the  oentrej 
of  the  town,  providing  accommodation  for  those  older 
and  more  infirm  people,  who  are  no  longer  able  to  look 
after  themselves  in  their  own  homes.  The  opening  ofi 
this  new  Home  gives  local  people  some  idea  of  the  type 
of  accommodation  now  being  provided  by  the  Welfare! 
Committee  and  should  do  much  to  remove  the  memories 
and  fears  of  the  old  “Workhouse”'. 


Caravans  — Mcveable  Dwellings 

During  1965,  five  licensed  sites,  containing  individ- 
ual caravans,  remained  in  occupation,  but  the  number  of 
occupied  Standings  on  the  Council’s  caravan  site  fell  by  1 
to  10. 

The  Council’s  Housing  and  Planning  Commit- 
tee decided  several  years  ago  to  close  down  the  muni- 
cipal site  in  view  of  the  improvements  which  would 
be  necessary  to  comply  with  the  recommended  standard. 
Only  very  limited  progress  has  been  made  in  this  direc- 
tion and  there  seems  little  chance  of  this  site  being  closed 
until  a positive  house  building  programme  is  undertaken'.' 


Infecticus  Diseases  and  Disinfection 

Particulars  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Medi- 
cal Officer  of  Health  of  the  Inumber  of  cases  of  infec- 
tious diseases  during  the  year  and  53  visits  were  paid  to 
houses  where  cases  occurred). 

Terminal  disinfection  is  no  longer  carried  put  but 
disinfectant  is  available  free  of  charge. 

Verminous  Premises  ' 

There  was  again  virtually  no  evidence  of  bed  bug 
infestation,  though  several  houses  experienced  trouble 
from  cockroaches  and  control  measures  were  carried  out; 
suitable  powder  and  liquid  insecticides  are  available  free 
of  charge  to  affected  properties. 
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Watci  Supply  , 

Every  house  in  the  district  is  supplied  ‘with  water 
from  the  main  supply  of  the  North  Derbyshire  Water, 
Board.  Ten  samples  of  tap  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  were  reported  as  suitable 
for  drinking  purposes. 

Premises  used  for  Preparation  or  Sale  *of  Food 

During  1965,  132  visits  were  paid  toi  premises  usedi 
for  the  preparation  of  food  (excluding  slaughterhouses)-^ 
these  comprised  one  bakehouse,  four  fish  and  <'hip  shops, 
two  ice  cream  manufacturers  and  nine  manufacturers  of 
sausages,  etc.  i 


379  visits  were  paid  to  food  chops  and  market  stalls 
including  47  shops  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  this  being  an  increase  oft 
one  compared  with  last  year. 


During  the  year,  action  continued  to  be  taken  to 
secuie  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hy- 
giene Regulations  and  to  impress  on  all  food  traders  and 
their  staff  the  vital  importance  of  strict  attention  to  clean- 
liness and  hygienic  practices  in  all  aspects  of  the  prepara-) 
lion  and  handling  of  food.  The  vast  imajority  of  shops 
are  combined  shop  and  house  premises  of  restricted  size',' 
where  the  hygienic  storage  and  display  of  a large  varietyt 
cf  food  and  other  goods  give  'rise  to  many  problems.  Many 
of  the  shops,  in  the  central  area  of  the  town,  are  in  pld[ 
premises  which  have  been  converted  into  shops!  It  is, 
pleasing  that  the  redevelopment  of  the  town  centre  is 
due  to  take  place  fairly  soon  and  that  the  resultant  new! 
premises  will  have  been  properly  designed  fcr  the  pur- 
pose. Modernisation  of  several  shops  in  the  town  centre 
has  already  been  completed  and  these  offer  more  hygienio 
conditions  and  better  facilities  for  the  shoppers. 


There  was  again  no  case  of  food)  poisoning  resulting 
from  food  manufactured  or  processed  in  the  Urban  Dis- 
trict. 
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SIaughteihcui?s  ! 

Regulations  regarding  Hygiene  and  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  came  into  full  effect  in  the  Urban  District  on  the 
1st  October,  1961,  and  by  that  date,  the  three  privatei 
slaughterhouses  had  been  repaired  and  improved  to  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  The  effect 
of  the  new  Slaughterhouses  Act  and  Regulations  is  to, 
ensure  the  lairing,  handling  and  slaughtering  of  animals 
in,  a hum.ane  manner  ^and  to  secure  hygienic  conditions  for 
the  handling  of  carcases  and  offal  and  for  efficient  inspec- 
tion of  meat.  r i j 

The  number  of  animals  passing  through  the  three 
slaughterhcuses  was  virtually  unchanged  from  the  previ- 
ous year.  Most  of  the  slaughtering  continues  to  be  done 
in  small  lots  on  several  days  of!  ‘the  week  and  slaughter- 
ing was  carried  out  on  a itotal  of  210  days.  There  has; 
been  a marked  change  in  recent  years  in  the  slaughtering 
Eirrangements;  when  these  premises  were  re-opened,  fol- 
lowing the  end  of  meat  rationing  in  1954,  the  local  but- 
chers and  their  staffs  undertook  ail  the  slaughtering  dut- 
ies Nowadays,  virtually  no  slaughtering  is  done  by  the 
butchers  themselves  and  part-time  slaughtermen  are  em- 
ployed to  do  this  work  at  the  end  of  their  normal  day’s 
work,  this  results  in  over  80o/o  of  all  meat  inspection 
having  to  be  carried  out  during  the  evenings.  The  three 
slaughterhouses  provide  facilities  for  nine  butchers,  six 
with  shops  in  the  Urban  District  and  three  trading  from 
premises  in  adjoining  Rural  Districts. 

During  the  year,  an  estimated  1240  lbs.  of  .meat 
and  offgls  were  rejected  as  unfit  for  food  and  were  dis- 
posed of  to  the  local  knacker’s  yard  for  sterilisations 
Although  this  figure  shows  some  increase  over  recenf' 
years,  it  represents  only  an  extremely  small  amount  when 
compared  with  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  re- 
flects the  high  quality  of  the)  animals  purchased  and 
slaughtered  by  the  local  butchers. 

A table  showing  the  amount  of  rejected  meat  at 
local  slaughterhouses  is  given  below 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  candemned  in  whole 


or 

in  part. 

Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows  Calves 

and 

Pigs  Horces 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed 

762 

— 

— 

1574 

4 

— 

Number  inspected 

762 

— 

— 

1574 

4 

— 

All  diseases  ex- 
cept Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

102 

45 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

13.4 

2.9 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned ... 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned... 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tub- 
erculosis ... 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned... 

7 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

7 

Generalised  and  tot- 
ally condemned  ... 







— 

— 

— 
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1954  (six  months  only) 

4,232  IbSi.  irejected 

1955 

.3,754 

5? 

1956 

■4,501 

1957 

3,293 

M 7> 

1958 

,2,312 

M 

1959 

1,708 

J5 

1960 

1,014 

1961 

806 

1962 

521 

1963 

-802 

1964 

805 

1965 

1240 

iJ 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  no  bovine  animals 
inspected  in  local  slaughterhouses  were  found  to  be  af- 
fected by  tuberculosis.  Tne  most  striking  feature  of  meat 
inspection  in  the  last  decade  has  been  the  virtual  elimina- 
tion of  bovine  tuberculosis  and  this  illustrates  the  re-i 
markable  success  of  the  national  scheme  to  eradicate  this 
disease  from  the  cattle  in  this  country. 

The  following  table  gives  the  percentage  of  bovine 
animals',  slaughtered  in  this  area,  found  to  be  affected' by. 


tuberculosis 

1954 

16.400/O 

1955 

10.39^0 

1956 

7.820/0 

1957 

5.710/0 

1958 

5.510/0 

1959 

3.060  0 

1960 

2.110/0 

1961 

0.150/0 

1962 

Nil 

1963 

Nil 

1964 

Nil 

1965 

Nil 
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This  represents  truly  great  success  when  we  remem -i 
her  that  in  1954,  one  in  six  pf  all  cattle  and  nearly  one 
in  three  of  all  cows,  slaughtered  locally,  were  found  to  be 
tuberculous.  It  is  now  seven  years  since  the  disease  war-i 
ranted  the  rejection  of  an  entire  carcase. 


On  the  1st  October,  1963,  the  Meat  Inspection  Rieg-^ 
ulations  came  into  operation.  The  main  effect  of  Regu-j 
lations  was  tO'  place  a duty  on  local  authorities  to  ensure 
that  all  animals,  slaughtered  for  human  consumption,  are 
inspected  and  marked  before  they  are  moved  from  the 
slaughterhouse  and  to  allow  local  authorities  to  introduce 
charges  for  meat  inspection,  as  a means  of  recouping  the 
cost  of  the  service.  The  introduction  of  the  Regulations 
created  no  difficulties:,  as  a 100 o/o  inspection  service  had 
been  maintained  since  the  re-opening  of  local  jslaughter- 
hcuses  in  1954,  and  the  services  of  Ches'erheld  Corporation 
PvTeat  Inspectors,  have  always  been  available  during  my 
absence.  The  Council  introduced  charges  of  2/6  per  bo- 
vine animals,  9dl  per  calf  or  pigi  and  6d.  per  sheep  or 
lamb,  and  during  1965,  charges  amounted  to  £134  15  Od. 


Unfortunately,  the  Regulations  gave  local  author- 
ities no  power  to  control,  or  influence  In  any  way,  the 
hours  or  days  of  slaughter  and  Councils  were  urged  to 
meet  the  reasonable  requirements  of  the  trade  regarding 
times  of  inspection'.  Although  there  is  no  great  volume/ 
of  slaughtering  and  the  number  of  animals  dressed  rep-' 
resents  about  60o/o  of  local  requirements,  almost  all  of 
this  work  is  dcnehn  the  evenings,  outside  normal  working 
hours.  There  are  now  indications  that  some  [authorities 
are  finding  it  virtually  impossible  to  carry  out  a 100 o/o  in- 
spection service,  without  some  control  over  slaughtering 
hours,  and  it  is  possible  that  revised  Regulations  may  be 
made  to  deal  with  this  problem'. 

The  following  amount  of  food,  apart  from  meat 
arising  in  slaughterhouses,  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  hii-l 
man  consumpticn  and  voluntarily  surrendered  for  disposal 
at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  j 
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Cooked  meat  and  meat 


21  lb. 


products 
Canned  meats 
Canned  fruits 
Canned  vegetables 
Canned  milk  and  cream 
Canned  fish 
Frozen  foods 
Cheese 


22  tins— 117 J lb. 
38  tins— 51|  lb. 
20  tins— 15f  lb. 

5 tins 


18  lb. 


9 tins— 1^  lbs'. 
313  packets 


Sampling  of  Food  ' , 

Sampling'  of  food  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  is  carried  out  by  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council  and  Mr  J.  Markland,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  the  County 
Analyst,  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  report :—  ’ 

“25  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  taken  in  the 
area  of  the  Bolsover  U.D.C.  during  the  year  1965. 
All  25  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory. 

Due  to  the  prolonged  illness  of  the  late  County 
, Sampling  Officer,  no  samples  of  milk  were  taken 

in  the  area  during  1965.  Sampling  is  expected  to 
return  to  normal  during  the  current  year.^’i 


Milk  and  Dailies  Administration 

The  sale  of  non-designated  milk  is  prohibited  in  this 
district,  by  virtue  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
(Specified  Areas  (No.  3)  Order,  1953,  which  came  into  op-J 
eration,  on  the  1st  January,  1954. 

. One  producer  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  bottles  his 
milk  at  the  farm  and  retails  it  Jocally,  but  from  all  other 
dairy  farms  the  milk  is  collected  ,by  dairy  companies  for 
pasteurisation  or  sterilisation. 

Eight  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  from  the  one 
producer  who  retails  his  milk  locally  and  all  satisfied  the 
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methylene  blue  reduction  test  and  all  were  found  to  be 
free  from  brucella  abortus  organisms'.  , 

Six  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

There  were  in  the  Urban  District,  on  the  31st  Dec-^ 
ember,  1965,  10  registered  distributors  of  milk. 


Eocteiiclogical  Examination  of  Samples 

During  the  year 'there  were  twoi  small  manufacturers 
of  ice  cream,  and  ten  samples  were  submitted  for  bacter-j 
iological  examination,  with  results  as  follows 
Provisional  Grade  1 7 

Provisional  Grade  2 
Provisional  Grade  3 2 

Provisional  Grade  4 ' 1 

On  ten  occasions,  samples  from  the  inlet  and  outlet 
ends  of  the  Public  Baths  were  submitted  for  bacteriologi-| 
cal  examination.  Six  of  the  samples  were  reported  as 
completely  satisfactory,  but  on  four  occasions,  adjustment 
cf  the  chlorine  dosage  was  recommended  to  remedy  slight 
ccntaminaticn.  / ; 

Ten  samples  from  the  main  supply  of  the  North 
Derbyshire  Water  Board  were  submitted  for  examination 
and  all  were  reported  as  satisfactory 

Eight  samples  of  locally  bottled  orange  juice  werd 
all  reported  as  satisfactory. 


Slaughter  cf  Animals  Act 

At  the  end  of  1965,  11  persons  held  licences  to  slaugh- 
cr  stun  animals  in  Slaughterhouses  or  Knackers  Yards. 

Knacker’s  Yard 

26  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  ;to  the  Knacker’s 
Yard.  This  is  a rather  small  business  in  a very  remote 
part  of  the  district,  and  it  was  conducted  in  as  satisfac-! 
tcry  a manner  as  its  nature  and  location  permit. 
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There  premises  have  recently  been  enlarged  and 
improved  to  afford  much  better  facilities  for  storage  of 
meat,  offals  and  waste  products  and  to  allow  for  sterilis- 
ation of  diseased  meat.  ; 

Two  buildings  in  Mill  Lane,  Bolsover,  are  licensed 
for  lairage  of  animals. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  shop  is  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act,  but  very  little  business  is  done  there. 

Animal  Bearding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January, 
1964,  but  no  premises  in  the  Urban  District  were  licensed'. 


Shops  Act.  1950  ' ' 

19  visits  were  paid  to  shop  premises  regarding  san'- 
itary  conveniences!,  washing  facilities,  closing  hours  and 
the  employment  of  young  persons. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

This  Act  came  into  operation  during  the  previous 
year  — its  main  effect  is  to  make  provision  for  the  saf- 
ety, health  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  in  non-in- 
dustrial premises,  in  a similar  way  to  the  Factories  Act 
requirements  concerning  employees  in  factories.  All 
premises  covered  by  the  Act  were  required  to  be  regis- 
tered between  1st  May,  1964,  and  the  31st  July,  1964,  but 
offices  ai  factories,  local  authority  offices  and  schools 
were  required  to  register  with  the  Factory  Inspectorate. 

The  table  below  sets  out  registrations  as  at  31st 
December,  1965,  and  much  remains  to  be  done  in  secur- 
ing compliance  with  the  requirements  of  this  new  legis- 
lation. ’ ‘ 
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TABLE  (a)  — Registrations  and  general  inspections 


Class  Gf  Premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registt-red 
during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
promises  at 
end  of 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  in- 
spection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

15 

2 

Retail  shops 

1 

59 

25 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

- 

- 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  canteens 

7 

2 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

1 

- 

TABLE  ^b)  — Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors 
to  registered  premises 

53  — these  included  three  reported  accidents!. 


TABLE  (c)  — Analysis  of  persons  employed!  in  registered 
premises  by  w^orkplace 

Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  Persons 

employed 

Offices  700 

Retail  Shops  190  i 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  14 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  publid  ^2( 

Canteens  10 

Fuel  storage  depots  2 

TOTAL  938 


Total  Males  — 559 
Total  Females  — 379 


During  the  year  three  accidents  were  reported  at 
premises  legis'ered  under  the  Act.  Forluiate'y  twoi  were 
not  of  a very  serious  nature,  one  lady  cut  her  finger 
on  a piece  cf  mirror,  carelessly  left  on  a window  bottom 
and  another  lady  was  scalded  when  she  tripped  on  a stair 
while  carrying  a pot  of  coffee.  The  third  accident  invol- 
ved a girl,  aged  16  years,  who  fractured  tand  lacerated 
her  right  index  finger  while  operating  an  electrically  driv- 
en listing  machine  in  a printing  department.  Three  such 
machines  were  in  daily  use  and  ho  previous  history  of 
accident  existed,  but  the  manufactu:ers  were  approached 
and  they  advised  that  a modified  part  had  been  produced! 
and  the  Departmental  Manager  was  asked  to  obtain  and 
use  these  replacemnt  parts,  to  prevent  similar  accidents 
occurring  in  future. 


Petroleum  Licensing 

52  inspections  were  made  of  premises,  used  for  the 
storage  of  petroleum'  spirit. 

At  the  end  of  1965,  21  licences  were  in  force,  cov- 
ering a maximum  storage  capacity  of  1287,268  gallons. 

In  recent  years!,  detailed  inspection  of  all  storage  in- 
stallations have  been  undertaken  to  secure  sthict  compli- 
ance with  the  Home  Office  Model  Codes'.  During  1964; 
nine  underground  storage  tanks,  which  had  been  in  use; 
for  rather  a long  time,  were  subjected  to  pressure  test^ 
before  renewal  of  licences,  for  the  following  year,  would 
be  considered.  . • : 

During  1965,  a new  installation  was  tested  and 
licensed  at  an  opencast  coal  site  and  a further  installation 
which  had  not  been  licensed  for  a year  or  so,  was  pres-j 
sure  tested  and  brought  back  into  Use. 


Rodent  Control 

The  Department  has  two  trained  rodent  operatives 
and  one  of  these  men  undertakes  rodent  control  work 
regularly.  ' . \ ; 
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The  Council  undertake  free  treatment  of  domestic 
prem.ises  infected  with  rats  or  mice,  but  busiiess  prem'-* 
ises  are  charged  with  the  cost  lof ' treatments  carried  out. 
Four  business  premises  we:e  the  subject  of  annual  con- 
tracts and  systematic  inspections  and  treatments,  as  and 
when  required,  have  resulted  in  these  premises  being' 
kept  well  under  control.  Most  of  the  other  industrial  and 
agricultural  premises  in  the  district  have  "annual  csntractsi 
with  a private  operator,  who  was  once  an  employee  of 
the  Ministry’s  rat  and  mouse  destruction  service. 

The  systematic  survey  of  the  district  fcr  rats  and 
mice  was  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the  treat-; 
ment  of  the  sewers  revealed  very;iittle  evidence  of  infest 
tation.  Permanent  baiting  points  were  maintained  at  the 
refuse  tips,  sewage  works  and  in  certain  lengths  of  pub-; 
lie  sewer  and  this  method  of  treatment  has  been  found  to 
be  highly  successful. 


Rodent  Control  Report  for  Year  ended  DecCinber  Slst, 

ises 


Type  of  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

houses 

Businefis 

Premises 

Agricul- 

tural 

Total  properties 
inspected 

14 

1046 

94 

28 

Number  of  treatments 
carried  out 

Rats 

12 

51 

11 

2’ 

Mice 

4 

5 

10 

— 
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The  number  of  treatment?  carried  cut  shows  an  in- 
crease on  the  previous  year.  There  was  no  major  infesta- 
tion and  those  found  were  of  la  minor  character.  The 
general  public  now  realise  that  a free  service  is  offered 
for  rodent  control  and  co-operate  wholeheartedly  m the 
task  of  exterminating  rats  and  mice. 


Conversion  of  Pail  Closets,  etc. 

During  recent  years,  sewerage  schemes  serving 
houses  in  Chesterfield  Road,  Shuitlewood,  and  sluml  clear- 
ance action  under  Housing  Act  powers,  have  drastically 
reduced  the  number  of  pail  closets  in  the  Urban  District 
and  very  few  now  remain.  The  nine  remaining  housesi 
without  water  closets  are  in  widely  scattered  parts  of  the 
district,  most  of  them  far  removed  from  public  sewers. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  this 
district  was  commenced  on  the  1st  February,  1959,  and; 
the  "instruments  were  sited  with  the  co-operation  of  of- 
ficers of  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  of  the  Pepart^ 
ment  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  One  deposit 
gauge'  was  sited  at  Hall  Farm,  in  fairly  close  proximity 
to  the  Bolsover  Colliery  and  the  carbonising  plant  of 
Coalite  and  Chemical  Products  Ltd.,  which  are  the  main 
sources  of  industrial  pollution  in  the  Urban  District ; 
the  second  gauge  was  sited  in  Moor  Lane  to  the  east  of 
the  town  centre,  to  give  records  of  deposited  matter  in 
the  residential  area.  Two  lead  peroxide  instruments  were 
sited  in  Cundy  Road  and  Moor  Lane. 
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The  results  obtained  since  1st  February,  1959,  are  set 
cut  below 

Dcpeoited  Matter 

(Total  s olids,  tons  per  square  mile) 

Hall  Farm,  Woodhouse  Lane,  Bolsover 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

196^c 

January 

— 

14.44 

24.34 

28.35 

8.15 

10.21 

13.94 

February 

8.50 

12.65 

15.14 

— 

9.04 

9.24 

7.75 

IMarch 

13.11 

12.45 

10.87 

7.58 

13.71 

il.63 

11.29 

April 

16.49 

14.74 

23.75 

47.16 

11.16 

11.69 

13.64 

May 

16.10 

8.38 

11.76 

14.67 

13.15 

11.43 

7.88 

June 

19.74 

17.39 

13.74 

10.69 

13.15 

8.08 

16.40 

July 

16.73 

17.29 

16.16 

14.51 

11.5t 

18.32 

14.01 

August 

16.79 

15.63 

14.98 

12.55 

12.52 

14.67 

— ■ 

September 

17.22 

13.74 

13.22 

13.94 

14.01 

10.10 

16.06 

October 

13.14 

11.29 

15.87 

12.65 

9.17 

13.78 

6.52 

November 

16.43 

13.18 

11.29 

15.37 

13.48 

9.24 

18.61 

December 

12.22 

20.86 

16.69 

16.23 

7.16 

13.74 

15.80 

1959 

monthly 

average 

- 15.32 

tons 

per 

sq.  mile. 

1960 

monthly 

average 

- 14.35 

tons 

per 

sq.  mile. 

1961 

monthly 

average 

- 15.65 

tons 

per 

sq  .mile. 

1962 

monthly 

average 

- 17.57 

tons 

per 

sq.  mile. 

1963 

monthly 

average 

- 11.44 

tons 

per 

sq.  mile. 

1964 

monthly 

average 

- 11.85 

tons 

per 

sq.  mile 

1965 

monthly 

average 

— 12.90 

tons 

per 

sq.  mile 
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96  Moor  Lane,  Bolsover 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

January 

— 

11.24 

13.05 

13.42 

7.25 

7.38 

— 

February 

12.15 

11.41 

9.29 

7.35 

5.87 

11.0? 

9.36 

March 

12.86 

10.67 

6.10 

9.53 

14.39 

14.35 

16.81 

April 

12.58 

9.87 

15.14 

12.59 

1215 

9.30 

10.61 

May 

10.60 

17.89 

8.25 

11.27 

11.98 

13.69 

10.20 

June 

16.01 

13.49 

8.52 

6.27 

8.66 

13.35 

11.81 

July 

11.78 

8.49 

9.19 

9.16 

8.36 

27.28 

12.62 

August 

10.60 

10.59 

13.19 

13.39 

10.20 

14.26 

10.97 

September 

11.00 

10.60 

9.30 

9.53 

4.63 

14.33 

14.10 

October 

10.17 

— 

8.26 

6.55 

12.51 

16.88 

8.89 

November 

12.45 

9.36 

7.45 

10.23 

12  12 

7.52 

15.81 

December 

11.38 

9.96 

7.51 

11.74 

7.85 

10.07 

10.91 

1959 

monthly 

average 

- 11.96 

tons 

per 

sq. 

mile. 

1960 

monthly 

average 

— 11.23 

tons 

per 

sq. 

mile. 

1961 

monthly 

average 

— 9.60 

tons 

per 

sq. 

mile. 

1962 

monthly 

average 

— 10.09 

tons 

per 

sq. 

mile. 

1963 

monthly 

average 

— 9.66 

tons 

per 

sq. 

mile. 

1964 

monthly 

average 

- 13.L9 

tons 

per 

sq. 

mile. 

1965 

monthly 

average 

— 12.00 

tons 

per 

sq. 

mile 
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Estimation  of  Sulphur  by  Lead  Peroxide  Method. 

(Mg.  of  S03  per  day  collected  by  100  sq.  cm.  of  Batch 
A Pb02)  (Louvered  cover) 


2 Cundy  Road,  Bolsover 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

January 

■— 

2.21 

2.47 

2.89 

2.11 

2.31 

2.10 

February 

2.28 

2.62 

2.78 

2.13 

2.04 

1.96 

1.43 

March 

1.56 

1.22 

2.87 

1.97 

1.70 

1.05 

1.99 

April 

1.87 

1.90 

1.36 

1.64 

1.44 

1.55 

2.02 

May 

1.17 

0.98 

1.14 

1.15 

1.19 

0.96 

1.06 

June 

1.43 

0.33 

1.31 

0.82 

0.83 

0.80 

0.82 

July 

0.87 

0.97 

1.27 

0.67 

0.71 

0.87 

0.77 

August 

1.13 

1.12 

1.10 

0.95 

0.97 

1.01 

0.81 

September 

1.20 

1.03 

1.05 

1.01 

1.21 

1.08 

0.89 

October 

1.58 

1.18 

1.40 

1.40 

1.36 

1.35 

1.06 

"November 

2.32 

2.12 

1.90 

2.00 

1.65 

i.92 

1.56 

December 

2.47 

2.87 

2.89 

2.76 

1.62 

2.20 

2.13 

1959  monthly 

average 

1.62 

1960  monthly 

average 

1.55 

1961  monthly 

average 

1.79 

1962  monthly  average 

1.61 

1963  monthly 

average 

1.40 

1964  monthly 

average 

1.42 

1965  monthly 

average  i 

1.38 
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96  Moor  Lane,  Bolsover 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

January 

— 

2.30 

2.30 

3.08 

3.23 

3.22 

2.82 

February 

2.11 

2.51 

2.47 

1.78 

3.33 

2.36 

2.47 

March 

1.43 

1.07 

2.34 

1.94 

2.48 

1.57 

2.39 

April 

1.62 

1.63 

1.53 

1.54 

1.88 

1.76 

1.96 

May 

0.98 

1.10 

1.14 

1.20 

1.58 

1.44 

1.56 

June 

0.88 

0.83 

1.16 

1.06 

1.20 

1.34 

1.39 

July 

0.69 

0.90 

1.10 

0.98 

1.13 

0.S3 

0.85 

August 

0.84 

0.95 

0.94 

0.96 

1.07 

1.18 

1.22 

September 

1.05 

1.12 

1.33 

1.31 

1.60 

1.61 

1.77 

October 

1.49 

1.39 

1.65 

2.26 

2.03 

0.80 

1.95 

November 

2.57 

2.27 

1.91 

3.12 

2.33 

2.43 

2.24 

December 

2.59 

2.88 

3.18 

3.75 

2.78 

2.49 

3.21 

1959  monthly  average 

• 1.48 

1960  monthly  average 

1.58 

1961  monthly  average 

1.75 

1962  monthly  average 

1.91 

1963  monthly  average 

2.05 

1964  monthly  average 

1.85 

1965  monthly  average 

1.99 
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It  is  S3ven  years  siace  the  measurement  of  atmjs-^ 
pheric  pollution  in  this  district  was  commenced,  and  it 
is  now  possible  to  compare  the  results  over  a reasonable 
length  of  timo.  The  deposit  gauge  at  Hall  Farm  was  sited!: 
700  yards  due  east  of  the  carbonising  works  of  the  Derby-i 
Coalite  Co.,  Ltd.,  700  yards  north  east  of  Bolsover  Col-! 
liery,  these  being  the  main  source  of  industrial  pollution'; 
where  very  considerable  quantities  of  coal  are  carbonised 
and  burned.  The  second  deposit  gauge  was  sited  in  the 
Moor  Lane  residential  area,  some  500  yards  east  north! 
east  of  the  town  centre  and  approximately  3,000  yds.  to  ther 
south  east  of  the  Coalite  works  and  the  Colliery.  It  was 
to  be  expected  that  the  greater  pollution  would  be  found 
nearer  to  the  industrial  undertakings  andfcr  the  first  four 
years  this  proved  to  be  the-  case;  in  1962,  one  shaft  at 
the  Colliery  was  electrified  and  in  the  following  year 
mechanical  stokers  were  fitted  to  the  boilers;  during  the 
past  three  years  there  has  been  quite  a marked  reduction 
in  depoeited  matter.  This  improvement  was  not  quite  so' 
well  maintained  during  1965  and  this  probably  results, 
from  the  erection  of  further  carbonising  retorts  at  the,' 
Coalite  Works  and  the  extension  of  the  spoil  bank  at  thd 
Colliery  to  within  comparatively  short  distance  from  the 
deposit  gauge.  ‘ The  amount  of  deposited  matter  ;in  the 
gauge  in  Moor  Lane  has  not  fluctuated  very  much  over 
the  seven  years  period,  but  it  is  rather  disappointing  that, 
the  records  for  the  past  two  years  are  the  highest  of  any! 
for  the  seven  year  period',  though  the  monthly  average  for 
1965  does  show  a welcome  reduction  over  the  figure  for 
1964.  The  monthly  averages  for  the  two  recording  stat- 
ions are  now  closar  together  than  at  any  period  during 
the  seven  years,  and  during  1965,  there  was  very  little, 
difference  between  the  deposited  matter  close  to  the  maih 
Industiial  undertakings  and  in  one  of  the  residential  areas 
cf  the  urban  district.  '> 


Apparatus  for  the  measurement  of  sulphur  by  the 
lead  peroxide  method  was  also  set  up  at  two  places  in, 
the  urban  district;  ajt  a site  in  Cundy  Road,  on  the  edge 
cf  a housing  estate  some  1,200  jyards  east  of  the  Bolsover; 
Colliery  and  1.330  yards  to  the  east  of  the  Coalite  works 


68 


end  the  second  site  was  in  the  Moor  Lane  residential 
.area,  500  yards  east  north  east  of  the  town  centre  andi 
3.000  yards  to  the  south  east  of  the  Coalite  works  and 
the  Collieiy.  Initially,  there  wa5(  a higher  concentration 
of  sulphur  nearer  to  the  industrialised  undertakings  than 
in  the  Moor  Lane  area,  but  the  levels  at  Cundy  Road 
have  fallen  for  four  years  of  the  seven  and  those  at  Moor 
Lane  have  risen  for  five  of  the  seven  y^ars;  with  the 
■ result  that  during  the  past  four  years  the  concentration  of 
sulphur  ill  the  Moor  Lane  area  has  been  higher  than  at 
: Cundy  Road.  ^ - 

The  methods  adopted  to  measure  atmospheric  pollu- 
tion are  admitted  to  be  rather  crude  and  it  would  be, 
''dangerous  to  reach  too  definite  conclusions  from  the  re- 
sults of  only  two  recording  stations,  in  quite  close  prox- 
imity, but  records  for  the  past  seven  years  would  appear 
to  show  a reduction  in  pollution  levels  nearer  to  the  in- 
dustrial undertakings,  whereas  the  levels  in  one  of  the 
main  residential  areas  have  risen,  especially  in  sulphur. 
It  is  now  claimed  nationally,  that  domestic  premises  are 
^responsible  for  the  greater  part  of  atmospheric  pollution 
and  local  recordings  would  appear  to  confirm  this  state- 
ment. Tne  implementation  of  certain  provisions  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act  have  gone  a long  way  towards  introducing 
much  more  efficient  use  of  fuel  in  industrial  undertakings 
but  the  same  drive  to  secure  vmore  efficient  use  in  dom- 
‘estic  premises  has  not^been  pursued  so  uniformly  through- 
out the'  country.  • ) 

The  main  sources  of  industrial  pollution  in  this  dis- 
trict are  tne  iSolsover  colliery  and  the  carbonising  plant 
cf  The  Derbyshire  Coalite  Company  Ltd.  The  electrifica- 
tion of  one  shaft,  the  closing  of  the  baths  boiler  and  the 
fitting  of  mechanical  stokers  at  the  Colliery  have  resulted 
fn  a cefi^  ile  impiovement,  but  instances  still  occur  where 
because  - of  human  failings,  the  emission  of  uark  smoke 
is  greater  than  one  would  wish.  Ten  observations  of  the 
Bclscver  Cblliery  chimney  were  made  during  1965  and  on 
two  occasions  the  amount  of  dark  smoke  emitted  was  in 
excess  of  the  permitted  limit  prescribed  in  the  1958  Regu- 
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lations.  The  carbonising  procssses  carried  out  at  the 
Coalite  works  are  under  the  control  of  the  Alkali  Insepec- 
torate  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government; 
regular  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  pistrict  Inspector! 
and  every  effort  is  made  to  limit  the  pollution  from  this 
source.  During  1965,  the  number  of  carbonising  retorts 
was  further  increased  and  although  a great  deal  has  been' 
done  to  replace  and  improve  the  blder  retorts,  there  still 
remain  problems  to  be  overcome,  especially  in  reducing- 
pollulicn  fiom  the  waste  heat  boilers.  The  closing  of  the[ 
spirit  recovery  unit,  following  the  withdrawal  of  prefer- 
ential duty  on  home  produced  light  iiydro-carbon  oils! 
raised  the  calorific  value  of  the  jgases  to  the  waste  heat 
boilers  and  produced  a darker  smoke,  especially  during 
warmer  weather.  Research  work  to  overcome  this  prob-i 
lem  resulted  in  a flare  being  (ased  to  burn  some  of  the 
excess  gases  and  in  the  fitting  bf  orifices  to  the  burners 
to  introduce  more  air  to  dilute  the  gases.  Some  improve- 
ments seem  to  have  been  achieved,  but  this  large  indus- 
trial complex  still  remain^s  a most  obvious  source  of  pol-j 
lution  and  one  wonders  whether  the  erection  of  a very 
tall  chimney  to  which  all  gases  and  other  emissions  could! 
be  directed  would  be  feasible  and  beneficial. 


The  Council’s  first  smoke  control  order  was  made  in 
March,  1962,  and  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  in  November,  1962,  to  operate  from' 
1st  July,  1963.  It  relates  to  a housing  development  area 
of  86  acres,  lying  to  the  south  of  New  Station  Road  and 
to  the  windward  side  of  the  Cowh 'centre.  When  fully  de- 
veloped, the  area  could  contain  about  750  houses  and  it 
was  decided  that  the  introduction  of  smoke  control  would' 
allow  houses  to  be  erected  v/ithout  adding  to  the  level  of 
smoke  pollution.  At  the  end  of  1965,  the  number  of 
houses  in  the  smoke  control  area  totalled  148,  of  which- 
116  were  new  Council  houses  and  )^5  were  new  private 
houses.  A limited  amount  of  private  development  is  con-j 
tinning,  but  there  appears  to  be  little  prospect  of  the 
area  becoming  fully  developed  in  the  comparatively  near; 
f uture.  Theie  has  been  a long  tradition  of  concessionary} 
fuel  allowances  to  the  high  percentage  of  mineworkers) 
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in  this  district,  and  although  an  agreement  how  exists 
whereby  the  National  Coal  Board  supply  smokeless  fuels 
to  bin efijiaries  living  in  smoke  control  areas,  many  of  the, 
retired  miners  and  miners  widows,  who  found  that  the/ 
amount  of  fuel  supplied  had  ver/  drastically  been  re-i^ 
duced,  complained  that  the  introduction  of  smoke  control 
haa  resu,Lcd  in  serious  hardship.  - The  Council  apppointed 
a sub-.committee  to  consider  this  question  and  subsequent- 
ly, in-  'June,  1964,  made  an  order  to  revoke'  the  smoke 
control  order.  The  Minister  asked  for  details  of  the  hard- 
ship being  caused,  and  in  July,  1965,  a local  ‘public  in-- 
quiiy  was  held'.  The  Minister’s  decision  net  to  allow  revo- 
caticn  of  the  order  was  received  in  November,  1965,  but| 
the  order  was  suspended  until  the  31st  August,  1966,  to| 
allow  the  Council  to  .arrange  for  residents,  who  had  ex^ 
perienced  difficulty  in  adapting  themselves  toi  the  tech^ 
nique  oi  burningi.smokeless  fuels,  to  be  given,  suitable! 
guidance.  ^The  Council’s  sub-committee  held  one  meeting 
before  ithe.  endi  ,of  the  yeanrto  decide 'on -the  most  suit- 
able advice  and  guidance  which  could  be  made  availablCi 
to  residents  in  the  area,  and  several  other  meetings  have 
been  held  by  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 

(;■ 

One  very  important  basic  fact  has  emerged  from 
the  problems  and  deliberations  of  the  past  few  years  in 
implementing  the  policy  of  smoke  control,  confirming 
that  the  traditional  open  fire  is  the  most  costly  andl 
least  efficient  means  of  providing  adequate  warmth.  By 
far  the  majority  of  houses  in  this  district  have  open  fires 
of  one  type  or  other,  and  conversions  carried  out  in  the 
smoke  ^‘control  area  could  only  allow  approved  open 
grates;  In  December,  1965,  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Locals  Government  altered  this  arrangement  and  in  future 
smoke  control  areas  the  whole  range  of  appliances  may 
be  used;  this  will  allow  grant  to  be  paid  on  providing! 
firegrates  which  will  burn  the  cheaper  and  more  plentiful 
hard  cokes  and  at  the  shmeo^lime  give  a greater  degree 
of  warmth  This  new  arrangement  should  remove  many, 
of.  the  diTiculties  'which  have  been  experienced,  but  ofl 
course,  will  make  the  cost  of  grants  dearer  to  the  local 
authorities  while  allowing  some  saving  on  fuel  and  great- 
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er  comfort  to  householders.  Quite  apart  from  ithe  intro- 
duction of  smoke  control,  our  methods  of  house  heating 
are  undergoing  very  drastic  change.  The  number  of  cen- 
tral healing  installations  has  increased  enormously  and 
j oung  married  couples,  especially  where  both  are  at 
work,  are  demanding  labour  saving  appliances,  which  also 
give  a higher  (standard  of  home  comfort  : the  room  heatet 
is  hecomxing  increasingly  popular  where  solid  fuel  is  the 
choice.  These  modern  appliances  require  smokeless  fuels 
and  an  ever  growing  number  of  people  (are  providing 
improved  heating  and  reducing  smoke  emission  before 
the  introduction  of  smoke  control  programmes. 


In  a few  months  time  the  Ismoke  control  order  will 
come  back  into  operation  and  the  Council  are  now  mak- 
ing arrangements  for  the  Solid  Smokeless  Fuels  Federa-i 
tion  mobile  exhibition  and  demonstrator  to  visit  the 
smoke  control  area,  to  give  advice  and  guidance  to  house- 
holders. The  possibility  of  installing  firegrates  which 
would  burn  the  whole  range  of  solid  smokeless  fuels^ 
and  not  only  the  dearer,  open  :fire  fuels,  is  also  being 
considered;  but  the  difficulty  will  be  that  :the  cost  of 
providing  more  efficient  appliances,  if  it  is  to  be  recovr 
ered  by  increased  rents,  could  cancel  out  the  resultant 
savings  in  fuel  costs  to  individual  tenants.  One  fact  has 
been  made  abundantly  clear,  and  this  concerns  the  erec- 
tion of  new  houses,  whether  by  local  Authorities  or  by 
private  developers:  it  is  essential  that  much  greater  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  methods  of  heating— and 
that  where  solid  fuel  is  the  ichoice  (especially  if  there  is 
a possibility  of  smoke  control  being  introduced)  the  ap- 
pliances fitted  should  be  the  most  efficient  available  and 
should  be  capable  of  burning  the  (whole  range  of  solid;, 
smokeless  fuels.  The  more  efficient  the  appliance  and 
the  method  of  heating,  the  greater  will  be  the  saving  on 
fuel  costs  in  the  long  run  and  ;the  higher  will  be  the 
standard  of  warmth  in  the  house'. 


Tne  introduction  of  the  first  stage  of  the  Council’s 
smoke  control  programme  was  not  very  popular  with 
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the  high  .proportion  of  Coal  Board  employees^,  especially, 
the  retired  miners  and  miners  widows.  The  concessionary 
fuel  agreement  seems  to  be  placing  & greater  burden  on 
the  older  beneficiaries  who  are  least  able  to  bear  it ; it 
has  caused  deep  feeling  among  retired  miners  and  wid- 
ows, who  have  had  a life  time’s  connection  with  the  min- 
ing industry  and  have  always  received  adequate  allow- 
ances of  coal.  I do  not  believe  'that  this  agreement  is  in- 
capable of  some  slight  amendment,  to  remove  f>ome  of 
the  difficulties  which  now  exist,  even  if  this  were  to  be 
secured  at  the  expense  of  new  entrants  to  the  mining  in- 
dustry, or  of  younger  men  at  work,  who  are  better  able 
to  supplement  their  allowances.  It  is  just  as  important/, ^ 
probably  more  important,  that  the  benefits  of  clean  air 
should  be  brought  to  mining  areas  as  to  any  other  part 
of  this  country,  especially  as  so  many  people  earn  their 
living  in  dusty  and  dirty  conditions  iJdcIow  ground  ajnd 
the  incidence  of  chest  complaints  is  above  the  national 
average.  I should  like  to  think  that  in  September,  when 
the  smoke  control  order  will  come  back  into  operation, 
the  residents  concerned  will  co-operate  wholeheartedly  in 
this  venture  toi  secure  a reduction  ;in  atmospheric  pollu- 
tion. When  the  Committee  on  Atmospheric  Pollution  re- 
ported, ever  10  years  ago,  it  was  stated  that  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  a reduction  in  air  pollution  would 
far  outweigh  the  cost  — this  is  just  ,as  true  today.  We' 
have  a res  ponsibility  to  see  that  our  towns  and  cities  are 
made  cleaner  and  healthier  places  in  which  to  live,  and 
we,  ourseives,  and  cur  cniidren  will  be  uie  ones  to  ben- 
efit. Atmospheric  Pollution  pays  no  regard  to  local  auth- 
ority boundaries  and  the  need  is  for  all  Councils  where 
pollution  is  greatest,  to  press  forward  with  well  ordered 
programmes  for  the  reduction  of  pollution.  At  present, 
this  task  is  not  being  pursued  janiformly  throughout  the 
country,  jnd  the  resultant  benefits  are  not  as  great  as 
they  could  be  : there  are  now  indications  that  more  uni- 
form progress  must  be  achieved,  even  if  this  requires 
some  measure  of  compulsion. 
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Public  Cleansing  Service  - 

During  the  year  under  review,  the  Council  oper- 
ated 


(i)  an  18  cubic  yard  Karrier  Dual  Tip  refuse  veh- 
icle (purchased  in  1960),  with  a team  of  5 work- 
men on  whole  time  refuse  collection  duties. 

(ii)  a 12  cubic  yard  Karrier  Bantam  |Dual  .Tip  Jun- 
ior refuse  vehicle  (purchased  in  1963),  with  a 
team  of  5 workmen,  on  refuse  collection  duties 
for  four  days  each  week.  On  the  remaining 
day  this  vehicle  was  engaged  on  collection  of 
waste  paper  from  shops  and  commercial  prem- 
ises in  the  district. 

(iii)  a 1,000  gallon  Karrier  Yorkshire  gully /cess- 
pool emptier  (purchased  in  1961)!,  on  the  empty- 
ing of  cesspools  and  pail  closets,  the  ‘daily  re- 
moval of  sludge  from  the  main  sewage  works, 
the  cleansing  of  street  gullies  and  the  periodic 
flushing  of  sewers.  Two  men  are  employed  pn 
this  vehicle. 

(iv)  a Fordscn  super  Major  Tractor  (purchased  in 
1964)  with  bulldozer,  bucket  and  fork  lift  at- 
tachments, on  the  levelling  and  covering  of  ref- 
use at  the  tip  and  the  stacking  and  loading  of 
baled  waste  paper. 


One  workman  was  employed,  virtually  whole-time, 
on  the  sorting  and  baling  of  /waste  paper  and  a working 
Foreman  carries  out  pest  control  measures,  operates  the 
free  drain  rodding  service,  undertakes  vehicle  mainten- 
ance and  assists  with  all  other  (work  at  times  of  sickness 
or  holidays 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  regular  and  efficient  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse  is  a service  of  vital'  'public  health  importance:  A, 
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weekly  collecticn  was  maintained  throughout  the  district 
and  very  few  complaints  were  received.  The  collection 
-and  disposal  of  refuse  is  not  pleasant  or  attractive  oc- 
cupation, especially  in  a mining  area,  whe:e  the  y’eld  and 
ash  content  are  higher  than  average.  I should  like  again 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  public  cleansing  workmen;  we  are 
Jnclined  to  take  their  services  for  granted  and  it  is  only 
cn  very  rare  occasions,  when  something  goes  wrong,  that 
we  notice  their  existence.  It  has  net  always  been  easy  to 
maintain  the  regular  weekly  collection,  there  were  occa- 
sions when  sickness  coincided  with  annual  holidays  and  as 
many  as  six  men  were  away  (from  work: 'at  the  same  time. 
Temporary  labour  had  to  be  obtained  during  the  summer 
ho  iday  period  and  overtime  working  has  had  to  be  car- 
ried out  from  time  to  time.  In  'a  comparatively  small’ 
,staT  of  fourteen  workmen,  the  effects  of  sickness  and 
holidays  can  be  extremely  important;  during  1965  bnnual 
ana  bank  holidays  account  for  269  working' days;  sickness 
and  other  absence  amounted  to  238  working  days,  and 
the  regular  collection  of  refuse  is  loot  a service  which 
can  be  pul.  off  for  a few  days  until  the  labour  position 
improves.  At  such  time  the  devotion  and  loyalty  of  the 
wc  iv.o.n  becomes  of  paramount  importance.  No  undue 
labour  difficulties  were  experienced  during  the  year,  apart 
from  the  effects  of  sickness  and  holidays,  and  the  work- 
men continued  to  receive  a plus  Vate  of  3^d.  per  hour  : 
this  h as  been  paid  fod  a'  number  of  years,  and  without  it, 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  service  would  be  able  to 
recruit  or  retain  decent  workmen. 

The  Fordsen  tractor,  which  was  purchased  in  the 
previous  year,  has  proved  extremely  useful  on  the  refuse 
tip  and  has  resulted  in  considerable  saving  of  labour.  All 
refuse  is  now  disposed  of  in  a disused  portion  of  the  clay 
pit  at  the  New  Byron  Brick  'Company’s  works,  just  out- 
side the  boundary  of  the  Urban  District.  Sludge  from  the 
main  sewage  works  is  also  disposed  of  by  burial  with  the 
refuse 

At  the  end  of  1965,  a new.  covered  refuse  trailer 
was  purchased'  and.  a further  workman  was  engaged  in 
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PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Bolscver  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again  I have  the  privilege  of  submitting  an 
Annual  Fleport  to  you.  As  always,  I hope  you  will  find 
it  of  interest. 

The  single  most  important  fact  is  that  there  has 
been  'no  infant,  death  in  Bolsover  this  year.  Everybody 
must  be  pleased  about  this.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  record 
that  fhe  death  rate  has  fallen  and  our  figure  is  now  bet- 
ter than  the  National  death  rate. 

During  1965,  I completed  ten  years  of  service  in 
my  present  appointment.  These  have  been  interesting 
years  and  in  this  report,  I shall  try  to  recall  some  of  the 
things  which  have  happened  during  them. 

Once  again  I would  like  to  thank  you  as  a Commit- 
tee for  all  your  help  and  encouragement.  Also,  my  thanks 
to  Mr  W.  ight  (Clerk  of  the  Council)  and  to  Mr  Marger- 
rison  (Engineer  and  Surveyor).  Finally,' I must  thank 
everyone  on  the  staff  of  Bolsover  U.D.C;  for  their  help 
and  courtesy  throughout  the  year. 

I ami,  i 1 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

. A.  R.  ROBERTSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

‘Dale  Close^  - i ^ 

100  Chesterfield  Road,  South.  ’ 

Mansfield.  ■ ■ ! 
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